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Congratulations to the 2024 honoree,
Sy Taxman, on receiving the 

Joseph B. Kirsner Award!

The GI Foundation has dedicated itself to
raising funds in support of the University of
Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center
and Mr. Taxman is at the forefront of those
efforts. He is not only a devoted benefactor,

but a caring advocate for those who fervently
treat, prevent, and cure digestive diseases

and those that benefit from such work

Miramar Capital is proud and honored to
assist in this effort and in acknowledging 

our friend, Mr. Sy Taxman, who truly
exemplifies a true humanitarian in action!

Miramar Capital, LLC
Bob Kalman

Max Wasserman



WELCOME

JUNE 1, 2024

Dear Friends and Family, 

Welcome to the GI Research Foundation Annual Ball.  
 
We are celebrating life-changing research for patients  
living with digestive diseases.

We hope you enjoy tonight’s program—with research 
funding highlights from an extraordinary year; the Joseph 
B. Kirsner Award presentation to Sy Taxman; remarks from 
lead scientific advisor, David T. Rubin, MD; and a video 
presentation featuring GI Research Foundation-funded 
scientists and their patients. Our evening concludes with a 
performance from Emmy-nominated actor and comedian, 
Kevin Nealon.

Thank you to our generous sponsors, the physician-
scientists behind transformative research, and to you, our 
guests, who make tonight’s success possible. Together, we 
can imagine a world without digestive diseases.

With much gratitude, 

The GI Research Foundation Ball Committee,  
Amy Goldman, Chair 
Jennifer Riback, Chair 
Daniel Borstein 
Katie Chudnovsky 
Jeff Fine 
Samantha Fisher

Beth Gottlieb 
Pam Greenfield 
Howard Grill 
Karyn Hurwich 
Kathy Shafer
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THIS EVENING’S PROGRAM

WELCOME REMARKS  
Amy Goldman, Ball Co-Chair 
Jennifer Riback, Ball Co-Chair

HONORING OUR RESEARCHERS  
Yekaterina Chudnovsky, Board Chair 
Kathryn Karmin Shafer, Board President

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD  
David T. Rubin, MD, Presenter 
Seymour “Sy” Taxman, Recipient

LIVE AUCTION AND PADDLE RAISE  
Jim Miller

MISSION VIDEO 

MUSIC  
The Gold Coast All Stars 

Kevin Nealon is an Emmy and SAG-nominated actor and  
comedian who sets himself apart from other comedic performers 

with his unique sense of humor, dry wit, and likable demeanor. 
Nealon is best known for his nine-year stint on NBC’s Saturday Night 

Live and received critical acclaim for his role in the hit Showtime 
series Weeds. Kevin produces and hosts his digital series Hiking 
with Kevin and tours his stand-up globally. In 2022, he released  

his latest book, I Exaggerate: My Brushes with Fame. 

Nealon has found great comedic success in his extensive film  
and television career. In Anger Management, he played opposite 

Jack Nicholson and Adam Sandler. He and Sandler also teamed up 
in Eight Crazy Nights, The Wedding Singer, Happy Gilmore, Just Go 

With It, Blended, and You Don’t Mess with the Zohan. In Joe Dirt, 
Nealon joined another SNL alumnus David Spade. Additional film 

credits include Daddy Day Care, Good Boy, Bucky Larsen:  
Born to be a Star, Roxanne, and Grandma’s Boy.  

 
Nealon's extensive television credits include the CBS sitcom,  

Man with a Plan, starring alongside Matt LeBlanc, Showtime's 
Weeds, two critically acclaimed stand-up specials for  

Showtime; and a number of appearances on Hot in Cleveland, 
Franklin & Bash, Monk, Curb Your Enthusiasm and Still Standing. 

2 3



DINNER MENU DESSERT MENU

FIRST COURSE: 

ASSORTED ROLLS AND BUTTER

BABY SPINACH SALAD
Torched red grapes, charred red onion, heirloom tomato, 
cotija cornbread croutons, chili-lime pepitas, 
Fresno-orange vinaigrette

ENTRÉE (CHOICE OF): 

PARMESAN CRUSTED CAULIFLOWER
Seasonal vegetable puree, roasted heirloom potatoes, 
haricot vert, white balsamic vinaigrette
 
GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST
Seasonal vegetable puree, roasted heirloom potatoes, 
haricot vert, citrus chicken jus
 
GRILLED SALMON
Seasonal vegetable puree, roasted heirloom potatoes, 
haricot vert, grain mustard vinaigrette
 
RIOJA BRAISED SHORT RIB
Seasonal vegetable puree, roasted heirloom potatoes, 
haricot vert, smoked jus

FAMILY STYLE:

MINI BUTTERSCOTCH POT DE CREME (GF)

MINI CHOCOLATE TART

ASSORTED MACARONS

FRUIT SKEWERS (GF, DF, V)

FRESHLY BREWED REGULAR & DECAFFEINATED COFFEE, 
SELECTION OF RISHI HERBAL TEAS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

DIAMOND BRONZE

SPONSOR

VIDEO SPONSOR

PLATINUM

GOLD

YEKATERINA CHUDNOVSKY AND FAMILY

NANCY AND SY TAXMAN
      TAXMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

   

LAURA AND ERIC BERLIN
CIBC
CHERYL AND RUSSELL COHEN
SANDY AND STEVE DAVIDSON
THE GOLDMAN FAMILY
HOWARD GRILL AND LORA MILLMAN
HLM CAPITAL MANAGEMENT GROUP 
BRAD PETERSON AND MATT HUMBARGER
JENNIFER AND BENJAMIN RIBACK
KATHRYN KARMIN SHAFER AND THOMAS L. SHAFER
DELAINE AND MARK WALDECK

ABT ELECTRONICS

THE ALTER GROUP

THE BARNETT FAMILY

CABANBAN RUBIN & MAYBERRY

HELPING HANDS NETWORK

HISTOSONICS

KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP 

SHELBY AND SHONEY KATZ

KOVITZ AND VENTURE ONE 
  REAL ESTATE

THE MELMAN FAMILY

BOBBY AND LORI MILLER 

MINK THERAPEUTICS 

MUCH SHELIST, P.C.

PFIZER

MINDY AND DAVID A. RUBIN

SCHMITZ FAMILY CHARITABLE             
    FUND

SUNSET PARTNERS CAPITAL       
    MANAGEMENT / BOB HAMER  
    AND JEFFREY KUTCHIN

SUE AND MARTIN SOLOMON

TAKEDA ONCOLOGY

MARC AND NANCY TAXMAN

TERRACO REAL ESTATE SERVICES

THE VRDOLYAK LAW GROUP AND   
     THE CUSTOM COMPANIES, INC.

WILLIAM BLAIR

POLSINELLI LAW FIRM

RARECYTE

AUDREY AND LEONARD RUBIN

STEVE AND LESLIE SHAPIRO / 
    NEW VERNON WEALTH     
    MANAGEMENT 

BARTLETT WEALTH MANAGEMENT  
      ROBERT DEARBORN

DEBORAH AND MICHAEL COGAN   
      LORI AND JOHN POWER

VALERIE AND LEE SHAPIRO

NIVES AND JOE RIZZA

SILVER
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Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD

MISSION AND HISTORY

The GI Research Foundation works to treat, prevent,  
and cure digestive diseases. In collaboration with the 
physicians and scientists at the University of Chicago 
Medicine Digestive Diseases Center, we fund innovative 
clinical and laboratory research, leading to groundbreaking 
discoveries that transform lives.

Seventy million Americans of all ages, races, ethnicities,  
and socioeconomic backgrounds live with digestive 
diseases—ranging from daily difficulties to chronic and 
debilitating conditions to fatal diseases. The GI Research 
Foundation proudly partners with the renowned University 
of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center to fund 
groundbreaking research. As independent collaborators,  
the GI Research Foundation has a front-row seat to 
innovation. 

In 1961, the GI Research Foundation was founded by 
grateful patients and friends of the late Joseph B. Kirsner, 
MD, PhD, a pioneer in gastroenterology who devoted his 
life to medicine, teaching, and patient care. Practicing at 
the University of Chicago Medicine for 71 years, Dr. Kirsner 
helped establish UChicago Medicine as one of the leading 
GI programs in the United States. Today, the UChicago 
Medicine Digestive Diseases Center is internationally 
recognized for research-driven medicine and its team  
of highly specialized physicians. 

Inspired by Dr. Kirsner’s vision, the Foundation funds 
research that is changing the lives of patients all over the 
world through treatment advancements, care innovations, 
and discovering cures for digestive diseases.
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2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KATHRYN KARMIN SHAFER
PRESIDENT

YEKATERINA CHUDNOVSKY*
CHAIRPERSON

HOWARD A. GRILL*
VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCE/TREASURER

BRAD PETERSON
SECRETARY

MARK A. WALDECK
VICE PRESIDENT OF DEVELOPMENT

BIANA LANSON, MD
VICE PRESIDENT OF RESEARCH GRANTMAKING

SCOTT ATTAR

ERIC BERLIN*

RUSSELL D. COHEN, MD

STEVEN R. DAVIDSON*

JEFFREY A. FINE

DANNY GOLDBERG

KELLY GOLDBERG

PETER D. GOLDMAN

HEIDI HENDERSON

KARYN HURWICH

SHELBY KATZ

MATTHEW LEBENSON

JONATHAN MEREL

JEFFREY NATHANSON, MD

BENJAMIN POGOFSKY

BENJAMIN S. RIBACK

AUDREY RUBIN

DAVID A. RUBIN

SEYMOUR TAXMAN

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORS

DAVID T. RUBIN, MD

EUGENE B. CHANG, MD

MICHAEL R. CHARLTON, MBBS

CO-FOUNDERS

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER, MD, PHD +

MARTIN N. SANDLER* +

JOSEPH E. VALENTI, SR.* +
* PAST PRESIDENT   + DECEASED

PAST PRESIDENTS

WOMEN’S BOARD PRESIDENTS

MARTIN N. SANDLER+ 
CO-FOUNDER 1962–1964, 
1974–1975
JOSEPH E. VALENTI SR.+ 
CO-FOUNDER 1964–1965 
MORRIS FISHBEIN M.D.+ 
1965–1966 
THEODORE H. VATZ+ 
1966–1968 
BENJAMIN F. BENSINGER+ 
1968–1971 
JERRY E. PONCHER+ 
1971–1975 
JAMES C. MILLS 
1975–1977 
JOSEPH B. HELLER 
1977–1978 
SHELDON F. GOOD 
1978–1980 
AARON A. ROSENBERG 
1980–1981 
LARRY A. POGOFSKY+ 
1981–1983 

BEA LEVY+ 
1964–1965
LORRAINE SANDLER+ 
1965–1970
RUTH LEWIS+ 
1970–1973
BERNICE GOLDBLATT+ 
1973–1982
MERLE GOLDBLATT 
COHEN 
1982–1988
ARLENE FREEMAN 
1988–1992
ELLEN SOLOMON 
1988–1992
HARRIET Z. KATZ+ 
1992–1997
NORMA COHEN 
1997–1999

JOSEPH P. ANTONOW+ 
1983–1984 
KENNETH I. SOLOMON+ 
1984–1986
ROBERT P. CUMMINS 
1986–1988 
MARTIN R. BINDER+ 
1988–1990 
THEODORE S. ROSS+ 
1990–1992 
ERNEST R. KATZ+ 
1992–1994 
THOMAS CUMMINGS+ 
1994–1996 
JOEL I. COHEN 
1996–1998 
SHERWIN S. MALIS+ 
1998–2001 
MICHAEL P. COGAN 
2001–2003, 
2007–2009
STEVEN R. DAVIDSON 
2003–2005

BARRY S. KATZ+ 
2005–2007
HOWARD A. GRILL 
2009–2013, 
2015–2016
LEE GOULD 
2013–2015 
ERIC P. BERLIN 
2016-2019
YEKATERINA CHUDNOVSKY 
2020-2023

GLORIA WILENS 
1997–1999
MARILYN SWOISKIN 
1999–2001
BARBARA KRAVITS 
1999–2003
BARBARA AMDUR 
2002–2005
NANCY F. HENSEL 
2003–2006
MARY PAT ROSS 
2005–2007
DEBORAH GOODMAN 
2006–2008
MARTHA CLARKSON 
2007–2010
SALLY GARON 
2008–2010
VALERIE SHAPIRO 
2010–2013

ASSOCIATE BOARD
PAST PRESIDENTS
AMY AMDUR
1988-1990
STEVEN R. DAVIDSON
1990-1994
DEBRA YALE
1994-1996
MICHAEL FISHER
1996-1998
KAREN SWOISKIN
GOODGOLD  
1998-2000
HOWARD A. GRILL
2000-2008
SABRINA BIER
2008-2013
ERIC BERLIN
2013-2015
JULIE MCDERMOTT 
HAGGERTY  
2015–2017
BRAD PETERSON  
2017-2021
JORDAN HIRSCH  
2022-2023
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EMERGING LEADERS COUNCIL
FORMERLY ASSOCIATE BOARD THE WORLD-RENOWNED SPECIALISTS OF THE 

SECTION OF GASTROENTEROLOGY, HEPATOLOGY 

AND NUTRITION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

MEDICINE AND THEIR TEAM MEMBERS, OFFERING 

OUTSTANDING DIGESTIVE DISEASES CARE:

DANNY GOLDBERG, PRESIDENT
ALLYSON BAIN
NIKKI BANK
ALISSA BANKS
EMILY BARBALACE
RACHEL BARG
ROB BEACH
EMILY BECKER
MICHAEL BLINKA
JAKE BOLGER
SYDNEY CAIN
COURTNEY CEBULA
KATHLEEN CIPOLLA
NOA CLEVELAND, MD
KYLE DILLON
JENN DODSON
KELLI DUNN
KURT DZIAMA
RACHAEL EAGLE
DANNY GOLDBERG
SARI GROSSMAN
EDDIE GUEDIGUIAN
JACLYN HANLEY
RACHEL HENDEE
CARLY HENNIG
JORDAN HIRSCH
REBECA HUBER
WENDY KANDELL
JAMIE KELLER

DAVID T. RUBIN, MD
CHIEF, SECTION OF GASTROENTEROLOGY, 
HEPATOLOGY, AND NUTRITION

VIRGINIA SHAFFER, MD
CHIEF, SECTION OF COLON AND RECTAL SURGERY

EUGENE B. CHANG, MD
DIRECTOR, INFLAMMATORY BOWEL DISEASE RESEARCH
CENTER, BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES DIVISION

MICHAEL R. CHARLTON, MBBS
DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR LIVER DISEASES
CO-DIRECTOR, TRANSPLANT INSTITUTE

ADVISORY COUNCIL

RONALD BORDEN
AMY TARA KOCH
B.H. GERALD ROGERS, MD
SAUL RUDO

HAYLEY KING
SYLVIA KNOX
KELLY KORTEPETER
SONIA KUPFER, MD
JOAN LINES
TREVOR LONG
JACQUELINE LOPEZ
JESSIE MAGARO
JOHN MARISCALCO
LAUREN MARTIN
ANDREA MEYER
MARK MILOSOVIC
SHEA MORONEY
TERRY PARKER
JOE RAGSDALE
KATIE RAINEY
LANIE ROGERS
JENNY SCHACK
SHEETAL SHAH
CONNOR SPURLIN
JACOB STAAR
BRETT TOLPIN
LOGAN TURBAN
GABRIEL VELA
KATIE WALDECK
MORGAN WALDECK

ADVISORS
SUSHILA DALAL, MD
ASHLEY SIDEBOTTOM, PHD

AARON ROSDAL
SPENCER G. SACHS
GARY SINGER
HILARY WOLFE

12 13



MEDICINE AND 
RESEARCH FACULTY 
VALERIE ABADIE, PHD
ANDREW ARONSOHN, MD
LUIS BARREIRO, PHD
ALYSE BEDELL, PHD
MARC BISSONNETTE, MD
DENNIS CHEN, MD
ALEXANDER CHERVONSKY, MD, PHD
TENZIN CHODEN, MD
ERIKA CLAUD, MD
RUSSELL COHEN, MD
SUSHILA DALAL, MD
NINA GUPTA, MD
ARIEL HALPER-STROMBERG, MD
JOHN HART, MD
BANA JABRI, MD, PHD
ROBERT KAVITT, MD
KAREN KIM, MD
NOA KRUGLIAK CLEVELAND, MD
SONIA KUPFER, MD
BENJAMIN H. LEVY III, MD
YANCHUN LI, PHD
CAMBRIAN LIU, PHD
BENJAMIN MCDONALD, MD, PHD
EDWIN K. MCDONALD IV, MD
DEJAN MICIC, MD
CATHRYN NAGLER, PHD
MATTHEW ODENWALD, MD, PHD
SONALI PAUL, MD
JOEL PEKOW, MD
ANJANA PILLAI, MD
VIJAYA RAO, MD
K. GAUTHAM REDDY, MD
MARY RINELLA, MD
B.H. GERALD ROGERS, MD
ATSUSHI SAKURABA, MD, PHD
CAROL SEMRAD, MD
NEIL SENGUPTA, MD
ASHLEY SIDEBOTTOM, PHD
UZMA SIDDIQUI, MD
HELEN S. TE, MD
CHRISTOPHER WEBER, MD, PHD

COLORECTAL FELLOWS
MARTIN UWAH, MD

CURRENT FELLOWS
EMAREE COBB, MD
JACOB DIBATTISTA, MD
YICHUN FU, MD
ALVIN GEORGE, MD
ALAN HUTCHISON, MD, PHD
OMAR JAMIL, MD
ROSS MCMILLAN, MD
RANGESH MODI, MB, BS
SRIYA MURALIDHARAN, MD
SARAH PARK, MD

CURRENT FELLOWS 
(GRADUATING IN JUNE)
DIVYA CHALIKONDA, MD
GRACE KIM, MD
PAIGE MCLEAN DIAZ, MD
YUSUKE MIYATANI, MD
HANNAH ROSS, MD
ARIEL SIMS, MD
JOELLE ST-PIERRE, MD
ADAR ZINGER, MD

INCOMING FELLOWS 
(2023 - 2024)
NISHA HOWARTH, MD
SURYA KHADLIKAR, MD
EMMA LEVINE, MD
RUSSELL YANOFSKY, MD
REBECCA YAO, MD
MEREDITH YELLEN, MD

LIVER SURGEONS
ROLF BARTH, MD
JOHN FUNG, MD, PHD
JOHN LAMATTINA, MD
ANGELICA PEREZ GUTIERREZ, MD
DIEGO DI SABATO, MD

SPECIALTY PHARMACY
DAVID CHOI, PHARMD
ARCHIYA PUANGAMPAI, PHARMD

THORACIC SURGEONS
JESSICA DONINGTON, MD, MSCR
MARK F. FERGUSON, MD
MARIA LUCIA MADARIAGA, MD

GENETICS COUNSELOR
CHRISTINE DROGAN, CGC
EMMA KEEL, CGC

COLORECTAL SURGEONS
ROGER D. HURST, MD
KRUNAL PARDIWALA, MD
VIRGINIA SHAFFER, MD
BENJAMIN SHOGAN, MD
PAUL R. SIGNORINO, MD
KINGA SKOWRON OLORTEGUI, MD
KONSTANTIN UMANSKIY, MD

GI ADVANCED 
PRACTICE PROVIDERS
JAYMINE ANDERSON, AGNP-BC
ALLISON ANFINSON, MSN, APN,  
 
FNP-BC
JORDAN GITALAN, MSN
MARITA KAMETAS, MSN, APN
ALAINE KAMM, APN
IZABELLA KLIM, APN
JENNIFER LABAS, MSN, APN
MICHELE KAPLON-JONES, APN,  
 
COCN
SARAH MASSEY, APN
MADREADEL ONGBUECO, APN,  
 
MSN, FNP-BC, PCCN
PAULINA PETRISHKA, APN
ELIZABETH REYNA, MSN, AGNP-C
COLLEEN ROCHE, MSN, APN,  
 
FNP-C
MICHELE RUBIN, MSN
MELANIE SAMARDZIJA, PHD, MSN
CHRISTINA SANDS, APN
STEPHANIE THOMAS, MSN
JOANNA WESTERFIELD, PA-C
LAURA WILLIAMSON, APN

GENERAL AND 
BARIATRIC SURGEONS
JOHN C. ALVERDY, MD
PETER ANGELOS, MD, PHD
OLIVER ENG, MD
MUSTAFA HUSSAIN, MD
NORA JASKOWIAK, MD
EDWIN L. KAPLAN, MD
XAVIER KEUTGEN, MD
JEFFREY B. MATTHEWS, MD
J. MICHAEL MILLIS, MD
MITCHELL C. POSNER, MD
VIVEK N. PRACHAND, MD
KEVIN ROGGIN, MD
MARK SLIDELL, MD, MPH
JENNIFER TSENG, MD
KIRAN TURAGA, MD, MPH
YALINI VIGNESWARAN, MD, MS

REGISTERED DIETITIANS
VALERIE REYNOLDS, MS, RD,  
 
CNSC, LDN
COURTNEY SCHUCHMANN, MS,  
 
RD, LDN
BAILEY TORKELSON, MS, RD
ELIZABETH WALL, MS, RD, LDN, CNSD
LORI WELSTEAD, MS, RD, LDN
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Seymour “Sy” Taxman is founder and former CEO of the  
Chicago real estate development company Taxman Corp.  

The firm has developed shopping centers, drugstores, 
supermarkets, and properties throughout the Chicagoland area.  
Sy was born and raised on the city’s west side. After beginning  

his career as a Northwestern-trained lawyer, Taxman  
launched Taxman Corp. from his family room in 1975. 

In addition to his advocacy for the GI Research Foundation  
and digestive diseases research, Sy and his family have celebrated 

the legacy of Joseph B. Kirsner, MD through their philanthropy. 
They have provided millions of dollars in research and medical 

training support at The University of Chicago Medicine through the 
GI Research Foundation. In 2012, the Taxman Family Foundation 

gave $2.5 million to establish, among other projects, the Joseph B. 
Kirsner Endowed Fellowship and the Joseph B. Kirsner Endowment 

for Excellence. The fellowship enables young physicians from 
around the world to train with top gastroenterologists and other 

specialists at UChicago Medicine. The excellence fund helps ensure 
that UChicago Medicine remains at the forefront of GI patient care, 

research, and education. It is also used for the alumni reception 
at the annual professional scientific meeting, and at which 

distinguished junior and senior alumni are recognized. 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS IS THRILLED TO PRESENT SY  
WITH THE 2024 JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD.

16 17



ABOUT THE AWARD

Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD was a renowned physician, 
educator, and scientist at the University of Chicago 
Medicine. For more than seven decades, Dr. Kirsner, devoted 
his life to medicine, teaching, and patient care. The GI 
Research Foundation is privileged to uphold its tradition of 
honoring Dr. Kirsner’s legacy. The Joseph B. Kirsner Award 
recognizes those who have made a substantial commitment 
to impact and further the GI Research Foundation’s mission.

Past Recipients 
2021 Beatrice “Bee” Crain 
2022 David T. Rubin, MD 
2023 Eugene B. Chang, MD
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DIAMOND SPONSOR

NANCY AND SY TAXMAN
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© Janssen Biotech, Inc. 2024    03/24    cp-439479v1

Our vision
Be yourself,
change the world.

Our mission 
Make diversity,  
equity & inclusion how 
we work every day.

PLATINUM SPONSORDIAMOND SPONSOR

YEKATERINA CHUDNOVSKY & FAMILY

THANK YOU, DR. RUBIN, DR. COHEN,
DR. CHANG, AND DR. CHARLTON FOR

CONTINUING TO LEAD OUR FOUNDATION.

AS CHAIRPERSON, I AM COMMITTED TO
HELPING YOU IDENTIFY GROUNDBREAKING

SCIENCE THAT WILL CHANGE LIVES.

THANK YOU TO THE BALL COMMITTEE
FOR BRINGING US TOGETHER TO

CELEBRATE THIS EVENING. WE WOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO DO THIS WITHOUT YOU!

THANK YOU TO PRESIDENT, KATHY SHAFER,
FOR YOUR DILIGENT LEADERSHIP AND

COMMITTMENT TO GIRF.

THE BIGGEST THANK YOU TO OUR BOARD
MEMBERS AND GUESTS—WITHOUT YOUR

SUPPORT WE WOULD NOT BE HERE!

WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE,
KATIE CHUDNOVSKY & FAMILYWITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE,  
YEKATERINA CHUDNOVSKY & FAMILY
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

METRO INFUSION CENTER IS HONORED TO 
SUPPORT THE GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION.

WWW.METROINFUSIONCENTER.COM    |    TOLL-FREE: (877) 448-3627

CARING FOR PATIENTS AT OVER 220 LOCATIONS NATIONALLY
From our flexible appointments and convenient locations, to our 

comprehensive insurance support, Metro Infusion Center has 
everything you need to make your visit easy and hassle-free.

GIRF AD 2023.indd   1GIRF AD 2023.indd   1 5/2/24   3:30 PM5/2/24   3:30 PM

©2023 Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc. All rights reserved. Takeda and the Takeda logo are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited.

US-NON-9097v1.0 1/23

www.takeda.com

Better Health, 
Brighter Future
Digestive diseases are common, impacting millions of Americans every year.1,2 
Challenges remain for many — especially in under-resourced communities — 
as the journey to diagnosis and the right management can be complex, 
frustrating and slow.3,4,5

 
For nearly 30 years, Takeda and our collaborative partners have worked to 
improve the lives of people with gastrointestinal (GI) conditions through 
innovative therapies and dedicated patient support programs. It’s why we 
focus on areas with the most significant unmet needs, such as GI inflammation, 
short bowel syndrome, liver disease and motility disorders.
 
Despite advances that have been made, there is still so much more to be done. 
In many ways, we’re just getting started.

1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Center for Health Statistics. FastStats – Digestive Diseases page. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Website. https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/digestive-diseases.htm. Accessed 
January 19, 2023. 2. Mathews SC, Izmailyan S, Brito FA, Yamal JM, Mikhail O, Revere FL. Prevalence and financial burden of 
digestive diseases in a commercially insured population. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2022;20(7):1480-1487. 3. Singh ME, 
James SP, Germino GG, Rodgers GP. Achieving health equity through digestive diseases research and scientific workforce 
diversity. Gastroenterology. 2022;162(6):1597-1601. 4. Kinnucan J, Binion D, Cross R, et al. Inflammatory bowel disease care 
referral pathway. Gastroenterology. 2019;157(1):242-254. 5. Popov J, Farbod Y, Chauhan U, et al. Patients' experiences and 
challenges in living with inflammatory bowel disease: a qualitative approach. Clin Exp Gastroenterol. 2021;14:123-131.

PLATINUM SPONSOR
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Moving 
forward...

Discover the possibilities for your patients  
with inflammatory bowel disease.
View AbbVie’s IBD portfolio online at ibd.abbvie.net.

©2022 AbbVie Inc.   US-IMMG-220314

GOLD SPONSORGOLD SPONSOR

NIVES AND JOE RIZZA
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SILVER SPONSORSILVER SPONSOR

VALERIE AND LEE SHAPIRO

Great leaders make an organization great.
We applaud Sy Taxman for his unwavering

leadership and extraordinary generosity toward
achieving the GI Research Foundation mission.

  
We thank Dr. David Rubin and the UChicago

Medicine’s team of compassionate care professionals 
and innovative scientists who work tirelessly to

end digestive diseases and transform lives.

DEBORAH & MICHAEL COGAN
LORI & JOHN POWER
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BRONZE SPONSORSILVER SPONSOR

Bartlett Wealth
Management is pleased to
support the GI Research

Foundation.

Community support has been
part of Bartlett’s culture since

1898. Visit us at bartlett1898.com
to learn more. 

150 South Wacker Drive,
Suite 3050 

Chicago, IL 60606

312.630.9666

LAURA AND ERIC BERLIN
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BRONZE SPONSOR

We support research
that changes lives

To learn more about CIBC, visit cibc.com/US

There is nothing more important than the health and 
well-being of the communities we work and live in. 
That’s why CIBC is proud to support the GI Research 
Foundation’s Annual Ball.

The CIBC logo is a registered trademark of CIBC, used under license.  
©2024 CIBC Bank USA.

BRONZE SPONSOR

CHERYL AND RUSSELL COHEN
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BRONZE SPONSOR

SANDY AND STEVE DAVIDSON

BRONZE SPONSOR

THE GOLDMAN FAMILY

Congratulations!

WE SALUTE THE EXCELLENCE IN
MEDICAL RESEARCH SO VITAL IN

FINDING THE CAUSES AND REMEDIES
OF GASTROINTESTINAL DISEASES.

CAROL & PETER GOLDMAN
AMY & JEFF GOLDMAN

EMMA & LILY
KAREN GOLDMAN

CAROL & PETER GOLDMAN 
AMY & JEFF GOLDMAN 

EMMA & LILY GOLDMAN 
KAREN GOLDMAN
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BRONZE SPONSOR

THE GOLDMAN FAMILY

BRONZE SPONSOR

HOWARD GRILL AND LORA MILLMAN

WE ARE SO PROUD TO BE A PART OF
SUCH A WONDERFUL ORGANIZATION.  

FROM WORLD-CLASS PATIENT CARE TO
FACILITIES AND RESOURCES THAT SET THE

 GOLD STANDARD, THE GI RESEARCH
FOUNDATION IS IN A LEAGUE OF ITS OWN.

AMY, WE ARE IN AWE OF YOUR
 DEDICATION TO THIS CAUSE, AND ALL
OF YOUR HARD WORK ON THIS EVENT.

 THE DEEP COMPASSION THAT YOU SHOW
EACH AND EVERY DAY FOR YOUR

FRIENDS AND FAMILY IS INSPIRING.

WE LOVE YOU SO MUCH!
LOVE, JEFF, EMMA & LILY
WE LOVE YOU SO MUCH! 

LOVE, JEFF, EMMA & LILY GOLDMAN
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BRAD PETERSON AND MATT HUMBARGER

BRONZE SPONSOR

THANK YOU TO GIRF AND ITS MISSION!

BRONZE SPONSOR

JENNIFER AND BENJAMIN RIBACK

THANK YOU TO THE GIRF FOUNDATION, 
THE AMAZING STAFF AND ALL OF THE 
MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS THAT ARE 
WORKING TIRELESSLY TO IMPROVE  
THE LIVES OF EVERYONE IMPACTED  

BY GI DISEASES.

WE ARE SO APPRECIATIVE FOR THE  
CARE AND ATTENTION FROM DR. RUBIN 
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO AND 

PROUD TO BE A SMALL PART OF THE 
ONGOING FIGHT FOR A CURE.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GIRF BALL 
CHAIRS AND BOARD ON ANOTHER 

SUCCESSFUL GIRF BALL.

AND A PERSONAL THANK YOU TO MY WIFE, 
JENNIFER, WHO CONTINUES TO IMPRESS 
WITH HER PASSION AND SUPPORT FOR 

THIS CAUSE AND OUR FAMILY!

WITH LOVE TO ALL, 
THE RIBACKS
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KATHRYN KARMIN SHAFER &
THOMAS SHAFER

BRONZE SPONSOR

DELAINE AND MARK WALDECK

BRONZE SPONSOR

THANK YOU TO THE BOARD OF 
THE GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION, 

FOR ALL OF YOUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
THE LIVES OF PATIENTS WITH DIGESTIVE
DISEASES THROUGH YOUR FUNDING AND

SUPPORT OFRESEARCH AND PATIENT CARE.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE

DIGESTIVE DISEASES CENTER INVOLVED
IN THE CARE OF SO MANY, AND FOR

TIRELESSLY WORKING TO MAKE
EACH DAY BETTER.

KATHY AND TOM SHAFER

THANK YOU TO THE BOARD OF 
THE GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
THE LIVES OF PATIENTS WITH DIGESTIVE 

DISEASES THROUGH YOUR FUNDING AND 
SUPPORT OF RESEARCH AND PATIENT CARE.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE 

DIGESTIVE DISEASES CENTER INVOLVED 
IN THE CARE OF SO MANY, AND FOR 

TIRELESSLY WORKING TO MAKE 
EACH DAY BETTER.

KATHY AND TOM SHAFER
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SPONSORS

ABT ELECTRONICS

THE ALTER GROUP

THE BARNETT FAMILY

CABANBAN RUBIN & MAYBERRY

HELPING HANDS NETWORK

HISTOSONICS

KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP
 

SHELBY AND SHONEY KATZ

KOVITZ AND VENTURE ONE REAL ESTATE

THE MELMAN FAMILY

BOBBY AND LORI MILLER
 

MUCH SHELIST, P.C.

PFIZER

MINDY AND DAVID A. RUBIN

SCHMITZ FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND

SUNSET PARTNERS CAPITAL MANAGEMENT
BOB HAMER AND JEFFREY KUTCHIN

SUE AND MARTIN SOLOMON

TAKEDA ONCOLOGY

MARC AND NANCY TAXMAN

TERRACO REAL ESTATE SERVICES

THE VRDOLYAK LAW GROUP AND
THE CUSTOM COMPANIES, INC.

WILLIAM BLAIR

VIDEO SPONSORS

POLSINELLI LAW FIRM

RARECYTE

AUDREY AND LEONARD RUBIN

STEVE AND LESLIE SHAPIRO
NEW VERNON WEALTH MANAGEMENT

TABLE HOSTS

HILLARY AND JON MORRIS

REBECCA AND JEFFREY NATHANSON

KARYN HURWICH

KAREN AND JEFFREY FINE

KELLY AND MICHAEL GOLDBERG

UCHICAGO MEDICINE
SECTION OF GASTROENTEROLOGY, 

HEPATOLOGY & NUTRITION  
UCHICAGO MEDICINE 

COLORECTAL & GENERAL SURGERY
 

UCHICAGO MEDICINE 
TRANSPLANT INSTITUTE  
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committed to
Providing Cancer Solutions

through liquid biopsy and spatial biology innovation

www.rarecyte.com

RareCyte is honored to support the  
vital work of the GI Research Foundation  
and partners to cure digestive diseases.

We are a precision biology company with a passion to  
provide solutions to support personalized therapy for patients. 
Our technologies uncover the evolving biology of each individual’s 
disease and their response to therapies.

Through our partnerships with leading GI clinicians and therapeutic 
companies we are committed to improve patient outcomes.   

© 2024 RareCyte, Inc. All rights reserved. RareCyte and the stylized logo are registered trademarks  
of RareCyte, Inc. For Research Use Only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures.

WE SEND
CONGRATULATIONS TO

SY TAXMAN

FROM

 

Michael and Jessie Georgopulos

Alex and Margie Georgopulos
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Thomas B. Reading
Senior Vice President, Senior Portfolio Advisor
412.447.6080
1350 Old Freeport Road #2BF, Pittsburgh, PA 15238
TBReading@couriercapital.com  |  CourierCapital.com 

Supporting
the community.
Because the point is you.
Courier Capital is proud to support the GI Research Foundation.

Courier Capital (“Courier”) is a SEC registered investment adviser with offices in Buffalo, NY, Jamestown, NY, and Rochester, NY.  This information should not be used as the primary basis for any 
investment decision, nor should it be considered as advice to meet your particular investment needs. For information about Courier including registration, fees, and services, please contact 
Courier or refer to www.adviserinfo.sec.gov.

We proudly support the
Gastro-Intestinal Research Foundation

And thank

Howard Grill
For his hard work and leadership

We wish you continued success

Barbara and Stuart Hochwert
Prime Publishing LLC

Stuart Hochwert, President
3400 Dundee Road

Northbrook, IL 60062
847-205-9375

www.primecp.com 
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Providing fi nancial and investment 
solutions for the greater Chicago area
(312) 993 5800 | curirmbcapital.com

Curi RMB Capital is a
proud supporter of the
GI Research Foundation.
We’re happy to join Steve and Sandy Davidson 
in their contribution toward groundbreaking 
digestive research.

We are so proud of all you 
have done and continue to 

do!

Love,
Mom and Dad

56 57



TPMB Congratulates SY TAXMAN

We are proud of Uncle Sy’s dedication and commitment 

to the GI Research Foundation and we support its 

mission to treat, prevent and cure digestive diseases.

T R I A L  AT T O R N E Y S

TAXMAN, POLLOCK, 
MURRAY & BEKKERMAN, LLC

Taxman, Pollock, Murray & Bekkerman LLC is a law firm 
that concentrates in the representation of clients who have 

suffered serious personal injuries.

225 W. Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60606

(312) 586-1700 
www.tpmblegal.com

 Karyn Hurwich

Honoring our brilliant and  
dedicated scientists, physicians,  

and support staff.  Your continued 
research, discoveries, and 

implementation of new treatments 
improves quality of life around  

the globe.  Thank you for your hard 
work, and for your unwavering 

commitment to making life  
better for so many who struggle  

with digestive disease.
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HLM Capital Management Group congratulates Sy Taxman 
for being awarded the 2024 Joseph B. Kirsner Award.

1849 Green Bay Road, Suite 200 Highland Park, IL 60035 | 847.563.3400 | www.HLMCapital.com

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. HLM Capital Management Group is a separate entity from 
WFAFN. PM-07112025-6214422.1.1

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION
 

AND THEIR COMMITMENT TO
DIGESTIVE DISEASES RESEARCH
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Gold 

Nives and Joe Rizza

Silver
Bartlett Wealth Management |

Robert Dearborn

Bronze
CIBC

HLM Capital Management Group

Sponsor
Abt Electronics

Cabanban Rubin and Mayberry
Helping Hands Network

Kovitz and Venture One Real Estate
Much Shelist, P.C.

Bobby and Lori Miller
Sunset Partners Capital Management |

Bob Hamer and Jeffrey Kutchin
Marc and Nancy Taxman

Terraco Real Estate Services
The Vrdolyak Law Group and 
The Custom Companies, Inc.

Video
Steve and Leslie Shapiro |

New Vernon Wealth Management

HONORING SY TAXMAN FOR HIS
EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP

AND GENEROSITY: Gratitude
There is growing evidence that

gratitude improves our individual
well-being and physical health. 

Leading psychologist, Dr. Robert Emmons said, 
“Gratitude helps people realize that they wouldn’t 

be where they are without the help of others.”

So, for our health and because
YOU make our success possible, the 

GI Research Foundation staff thanks YOU for
your time, talents, treasures, and tenacity. 

Our Board of Directors,
Emerging Leaders Council and Volunteers

Scientific Advisors
UChicago Medicine Care Team

Scientists and Researchers
at UChicago Medicine and Beyond

Our Donors
Our Guests

With Deepest Appreciation,

Deborah Barnard, Major Gifts Officer
Deborah Brill, Development Coordinator

Jackie Casey, Executive Director
Allison Thielen, Finance and Operations Manager

Brittany Zelwin, Fundraising Manager
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1200 N Milwaukee Ave, Glenview  |  Abt.com  |  847.967.8830  

Electronics, Appliances & More

Proud sponsor of

The GI Research Foundation
Thank you, Long Family & Friends, for your

generosity and hospitality. Your support raised
over $15,000 for our Emerging Leaders

Council’s Young Investigator Awards. Grateful
for your support!

Join us!
Monday August 5, 2024

Bryn Mawr Country Club
 Lincolnwood, Illinois
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
LONG-TIME GIRF BOARD MEMBER 

RALPH KAUFMANN
YOUR IMPACT ENDURES. 

THE KAUFMANN, KING AND 
NELSON FAMILIES

IN HONOR OF BEN AND JEN RIBACK 
AND FAMILY FOR YOUR CONTINUED
DEDICATION AND SUPPORT OF THE 

GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION AND
CONGRATULATIONS TO SY TAXMAN
ON THE HONOR OF RECEIVING THE

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD.

CHERYL AND RON RIBACK
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IN HONOR OF
SY TAXMAN

RECIPIENT OF THE PRESTIGIOUS
GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION
JOESPH B. KIRSNER AWARD

MARVIN AND GENNY ROSENBERG

S/Point Ventures proudly supportsS/Point Ventures proudly supports
the Riback family for their steadfastthe Riback family for their steadfast

dedication to gastrointestinaldedication to gastrointestinal
research.research.  

Their unwavering commitment isTheir unwavering commitment is
truly inspiring.truly inspiring.

Andy Stein 
astein@spointventures.com 

450 Skokie Blvd, #505 Northbrook, IL 60062
www.spointventures.com 312.339.4415

S/Point Ventures proudly supportsS/Point Ventures proudly supports
the Riback family for their steadfastthe Riback family for their steadfast

dedication to gastrointestinaldedication to gastrointestinal
research.research.  

Their unwavering commitment isTheir unwavering commitment is
truly inspiring.truly inspiring.

Andy Stein 
astein@spointventures.com 

450 Skokie Blvd, #505 Northbrook, IL 60062
www.spointventures.com 312.339.4415

David, thank you for all you do. 
I am a much better physician because of our 
friendship, and that’s true for countless other 

health professionals. You are truly a good 
and honorable man.

With appreciation, 
Rockford G. Yapp, MD, MPH, AGAF 

Co-Founder/Executive Board 
GI Partners of Illinois

Thank you to our excellent GIRF leadership, 
Board, and executive staff for the hard work 
that makes this important event a success.  

 I’m proud to support our GI Research 
Foundation, which drives the discoveries  
that improve patient care and outcomes.

Karyn Hurwich
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IN HONOR OF 

SANDY AND STEVE 
DAVIDSON,

FOR ALL YOU DO

FOR ALL YOU ARE

With love,  
Julie and Roger

Sy Taxman and the rest  
of the honorees at the 
annual Ball. Thank you  

for your generosity!

Brad and Lesley Sarnoff

TO MY DEAR FRIEND  
SEYMOUR TAXMAN,

CONGRATULATIONS ON A  
WELL-DESERVED AWARD.

YOUR FRIEND,  
ALAN PORTNOY

Congratulations to  
Dr. David T. Rubin and his 
outstanding clinical team; 

As well as the vital research 
into Crohn’s Disease and 

Ulcerative Colitis.

The Ackerman Family  
Max, Donna, Bruce,  

Bruce Jr. and Krisette

In honor of the Goldman 
Family for their continued 

efforts to support digestive 
disease research.

Love  
Gary, Jamie, Scarlett,  

and Brody Siegel

Thank you to my  
fellow GIRF Board 

Members, Scientific 
Advisors and Executive 
Staff for all of your hard 
work! A huge thanks to  
Dr. Rubin and your care 

team for all you do. 

Heidi Henderson  
and Josh Yates

KEEP UP THE GREAT 

WORK RIBACKS!  

LOVE, 

THE CARLETTI FAMILY

We help our clients achieve their philanthropic dreams
and their financial goals. 

We are proud to support the GI Research Foundation.

simplifiedwealthmanagement.com

Maria Graft
Leslie Herr

We help our clients achieve their philanthropic dreams
and their financial goals. 

We are proud to support the GI Research Foundation.

simplifiedwealthmanagement.com

Maria Graft
Leslie Herr

We help our clients achieve their philanthropic dreams
and their financial goals. 

We are proud to support the GI Research Foundation.

simplifiedwealthmanagement.com

Maria Graft
Leslie Herr
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Is Proud to Support 
The GI Research Foundation

Congratulations

to

Amy Goldman, Jennifer Riback, and  
the 2024 Ball Committee on a successful night  

in support of digestive diseases research

and

Sy Taxman on the prestigious
Joseph B. Kirsner Award.
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