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Perianal Crohn’s Disease (pCD)

Panes and Rimola. Nat Rev Gastro 2017.

• Common
– 25% of all CD patients

• Consequences:
– More frequent surgery
– Worse quality of life
– Limited therapeutic options



~20% of CD patients without clinical pCD have fistula 
(sinus) tracts seen on imaging



Approach
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Aim 1
Characterization of subclinical pCD 
patients:
1. Crohn’s phenotype
2. Disease activity
3. Associated perianal findings 

(skin tags, etc)
4. Histologic findings
5. Radiologic findings



Image Acquisition

Lavazza and Maconi. J Ultrasound 2019

Axial



PAI6



Preliminary results
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Inflammation? Colonic Inflammation? Rectal Inflammation

50% 33% 33%

24% 14% 10%



Next steps

• Continue patient enrollment
• Investigate and host and microbial changes in subclinical pCD
• Determine if subclinical pCD can resolve with treatment. Should this 

be a new treatment target?
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Aim 2
1. Immune profiling
2. Microbial profiling



Subclinical pCD patients have a unique microbiome

Natalie Wu-Woods and Rustem Ismagilov
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