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We applaud Nancy & Sy Taxman and The Taxman Family Foundation for 
their generous contribution to the GI Research Foundation, and for their 
unwavering support and dedication to the GIRF mission. With advocates 

and benefactors like them, the GI Research Foundation can thrive by 
benefiting those in need and supporting the medical professionals who 

make this happen, and we are proud to assist in this effort.

MAX WASSERMAN  |  BOB KALMAN 
and the 

MIRAMAR CAPITAL TEAM
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JUNE | 4 | 2022

Dear Friends and Family, 

Welcome to the GI Research Foundation Champions for a Cure Ball. 

Tonight we celebrate the champions – courageous patients and devoted 

physician-scientists – fighting to prevent, treat, and cure digestive diseases.

We hope you enjoy our program, emceed by FOX32’s Kasey Chronis, 

featuring updates from physician-scientists at the University of Chicago 

Medicine, including our esteemed Scientific Advisors, David T. Rubin, MD, 

Eugene B. Chang, MD, and Michael Charlton, MBBS, as well as a video 

presentation featuring grateful patient Trevor Long and his family. Our 

program also honors two living legends: David T. Rubin, MD, this year’s 

Joseph B. Kirsner Award recipient, and Ira Hanan, MD.

On behalf of the GIRF Board of Directors, thank you to our Angel sponsors. 

Their generosity ensures that every dollar raised tonight supports life-

changing research.

Let us toast to 61 years of supporting the champions at the renowned 

University of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center.

With much gratitude, 

The GI Research Foundation Ball Committee—

Karyn Hurwich, Co-Chair	 Yekaterina Chudnovsky 

Kathryn Karmin Shafer, Co-Chair	 Howard Grill 

	 Heidi Henderson 

	 Audrey Rubin
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THIS EVENING’S 
PROGRAM

EMCEE
Kasey Chronis, FOX 32 Chicago 

WELCOME REMARKS
Kathy Shafer & Karyn Hurwich  

Ball Co-Chairs

HONOREE
Ira Hanan, MD, Recipient 

Andrew Aronsohn, MD, Presenter

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD
David T. Rubin, MD, Recipient

Sy Taxman, Presenter

MEDICAL UPDATE
David T. Rubin, MD 

Eugene B. Chang, MD
Michael R. Charlton, MBBS 

GRATEFUL PATIENT VIDEO
Trevor Long and family

MUSIC 
Gold Coast All Stars
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SILVER ANGELS

 
Yekaterina Chudnovsky & Family 

Lori & John Power and  
Deborah & Michael Cogan

Sue & Marty Solomon

BRONZE ANGELS
Laura & Eric Berlin

Cheryl & Russell Cohen

Sandy & Steve Davidson

GCM Grosvenor

Carol & Peter Goldman

Lora Millman & Howard Grill

Hilary & Frank Schmitz

Kathryn & Thomas Shafer /  
Kurt Karmin Family Foundation

Delaine & Mark Waldeck

WITH GRATITUDE 
TO OUR ANGELS

DIAMOND ANGELS 

PLATINUM ANGELS 

GOLD ANGELS

ANGELS
Arena Pharmaceuticals

Bartlett Wealth Management / 
Robert Dearborn

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Ashley & Michael Joyce 

Kovitz / Venture One Real Estate

Dr. Biana Lanson & 
Mr. Benjamin Lanson

Brad Peterson & Matt Humbarger

Prometheus Biosciences

Jennifer & Ben Riback

Susan & Gary Singer

GRATEFUL PATIENT 
VIDEO SPONSOR

Audrey & E. Leonard Rubin
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GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
MISSION & HISTORY

The GI Research Foundation is a non-profit 
501(c)3 dedicated to raise funds to support the 
physicians and scientists at the University of 
Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center in 
their efforts to provide outstanding care, train 
future leaders and perform innovative clinical and 
laboratory research in order to treat, cure, and 
prevent digestive diseases.

Approximately 70 million Americans live with a 
digestive disease. Since 1961, the GI Research 
Foundation has partnered with the University of 
Chicago Medicine to transform their lives.

Sixty-one years ago, the GI Research Foundation 
was founded by grateful patients of Dr. Joseph 

B. Kirsner, a pioneer in gastroenterology who 
devoted his life to medicine, teaching and patient 
care. Today, the UChicago Medicine Digestive 
Diseases Center is internationally recognized 
for research-driven medicine and highly 
specialized physicians. Inspired by Dr. Kirsner’s 
vision, the GI Research Foundation helps 
ensure the UChicago Medicine Digestive 
Diseases Center remains at the forefront of 
innovation and collaborative care.

“Research is important, 
but the combination 

of research and 
compassionate care is 

the best way. It is still the 
best way.”

– Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD

WHAT IS GIRF?

 GIRF is the
 Gastro Inte

stinal Resea
rch 

Foundation o
f Chicago or

iented to th
e University

 

of Chicago. 
GIRF is a gr

oup of peopl
e from 

all walks of
 life; many 

are patients
, all are 

friends, uni
ted in a com

mon effort to
 support 

research on 
the cause an

d cure of di
gestive 

diseases. GI
RF provides 

funds for eq
uipment, 

laboratories
 and the sup

port of inve
stigators 

and young ph
ysicians to 

the Universi
ty of 

Chicago Gast
roenterology

 Section, a 
group of 

dedicated do
ctors who se

ek solutions
 to all 

kinds of gas
trointestina

l illnesses,
 affecting 

the esophagu
s, the stoma

ch, the smal
l intestine,

 

the large in
testine, the

 liver, the 
gallbladder,

 

and the panc
reas. GIRF i

s an organiz
ation 

without poli
tics and wit

hout bias. E
veryone with

 

a similar in
terest and c

apacity to c
ontribute is

 

welcome to j
oin.

What is GIRF
? GIRF, abov

e all, is a 
unique 

blend of won
derful, kind

 and generou
s men and 

women giving
 of themselv

es and their
 resources, 

whose greate
st reward is

 that inner 
sense 

of satisfact
ion and good

ness that co
mes from 

helping Dr. 
Joseph Kirsn

er and his c
olleagues 

at the Unive
rsity of Chi

cago and, th
rough them, 

helping huma
nity everywh

ere.

Joseph B. Ki
rsner, MD, P

hD

University o
f Chicago, C

irca 1975
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2022 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT

Yekaterina Chudnovsky

EXECUTIVE  

VICE PRESIDENT

Kathryn Karmin Shafer

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF FINANCE

Howard A. Grill*

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF FUNDR AISING

Mark de Souza 

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF FUNDR AISING

Biana Lanson, MD

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF MARKETING

Mark A. Waldeck 

VICE PRESIDENT OF  

BOARD DEVELOPMENT

Benjamin Pogofsky

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Jackie Casey

BOARD

Murray Alscher
Scott Attar 
Eric Berlin*
Michael P. Cogan*
Russell D. Cohen, MD
Steven R. Davidson*
Jeffrey A. Fine
Peter D. Goldman
Heidi Henderson
Jordan Hirsch
Karyn Hurwich
Matthew Lebenson
Jonathan Merel 
Brad Peterson
Benjamin Riback
Seymour Taxman

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORS

David T. Rubin, MD
Eugene B. Chang, MD
Michael R. Charlton, MBBS
 

CO-FOUNDERS

Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD+

Martin N. Sandler*+

Joseph E. Valenti, Sr.*+

* Past President
+ Deceased

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Ronald Borden
Erika Higgins
Nitin Jatily
Amy Tara Koch
Ralph Kaufmann
Erica Matagrano
Kelly O’Connor
Hussain Rizvi
B.H. Gerald Rogers, MD
Aaron Rosdal
David A. Rubin
Saul Rudo
Spencer G. Sachs
Gary Singer
Hilary Wolfe 
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PRESIDENT

Jordan Hirsch

BOARD

Katie Bryan

Kathleen Cipolla

Noa Cleveland, MD

Kurt Dziama

Rachel Eagle

Jaclyn Hanley

Carly Hennig

Trevor Long

Jacqueline Lopez

Dejan Micic, MD

Sheetal Shah

Carli Thomas

Logan Turban

MEDICAL ADVISORS

Sushila Dalal, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center

Section of Gastroenterology

University of Chicago Medicine

Ashley Sidebottom, PhD
Platform Director 

Host-Microbe Metabolomics

University of Chicago 

Duchossois Family Institute

PAST MEDICAL ADVISORS 

Sonia Kupfer, MD 

Vanessa A. Leone, PhD

ASSOCIATES BOARD  

PAST PRESIDENTS

Amy Amdur 
1988-1990

Steven R. Davidson 
1990-1994

Debra Yale 
1994-1996

Michael Fisher 
1996-1998

Karen Swoiskin Goodgold 
1998-2000

Howard A. Grill  
2000-2008

Sabrina Bier 
2008-2013

Eric Berlin
2013-2015

Julie McDermott Haggerty
2015–2017

Brad Peterson
2017-2021

2022 
ASSOCIATES 

BOARD
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PAST PRESIDENTS +
PAST WOMEN’S BOARD 

PRESIDENTS

PAST PRESIDENTS

Martin N. Sandler+ 
Co-Founder  
1961–1964, 1974–1975 

Joseph E. Valenti Sr.+ 
Co-Founder  
1964–1965 
Morris Fishbein M.D.+ 
1965–1966 
Theodore H. Vatz+ 
1966–1968 
Benjamin F. Bensinger+ 
1968–1971 
Jerry E. Poncher+ 

1971–1975 
James C. Mills  
1975–1977 
Joseph B. Heller+ 
1977–1978 

Sheldon F. Good  
1978–1980 
Aaron A. Rosenberg  
1980–1981 
Larry A. Pogofsky+ 
1981–1983 
Joseph P. Antonow+ 
1983–1984 
Kenneth I. Solomon+ 
1984–1986

Robert P. Cummins  
1986–1988 
Martin R. Binder+ 
1988–1990 
Theodore S. Ross+ 
1990–1992 
Ernest R. Katz+ 
1992–1994 

Thomas Cummings+ 
1994–1996 
Joel I. Cohen  
1996–1998 
Sherwin S. Malis+ 
1998–2001 
Michael P. Cogan  
2001–2003, 2007–2009

Steven R. Davidson  
2003–2005

Barry S. Katz+ 
2005–2007

Howard A. Grill  
2009–2013, 2015–2016

Lee A. Gould  
2013–2015 
Eric P. Berlin  
2016-2019

Bea Levy+ 
1964–1965

Lorraine Sandler+ 

1965–1970

Ruth Lewis+ 

1970–1973

Bernice Goldblatt+ 

1973–1982

Merle Goldblatt Cohen  
1982–1988

Arlene Freeman 
Co-President 1988–1992

Ellen Solomon 
Co-President 1988–1992

Harriet Z. Katz 
1992–1997

Norma Cohen 
Co-President 1997–1999

Gloria Wilens+ 
Co-President 1997–1999

Marilyn Swoiskin 
Co-President 1999–2001

Barbara Kravits 
Co-President 1999–2003

Barbara Amdur+ 
Co-President 2002–2005
Nancy F. Hensel+ 
Co-President 2003–2006

Mary Pat Ross+ 
Co-President 2005–2007

Deborah Goodman+ 
Co-President 2006–2008

Martha Clarkson 
Co-President 2007–2010

Sally Garon 
Co-President 2008–2010

Valerie Shapiro 
2010–2013

+ Deceased

PAST WOMEN’S BOARD PRESIDENTS
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THE WORLD-RENOWNED SPECIALISTS OF THE SECTION OF 

GASTROENTEROLOGY, HEPATOLOGY AND NUTRITION AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE AND THEIR TEAM MEMBERS, 

OFFERING OUTSTANDING DIGESTIVE DISEASES CARE:

David T. Rubin, MD 
Chief, Section of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology, and Nutrition

Neil H. Hyman, MD

Chief, Section of Colon and  
Rectal Surgery

Eugene Chang, MD

Director, Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease Research Center,  
Biological Sciences Division

Michael R. Charlton, MBBS

Director, Center for Liver Diseases, 
Co-Director, Transplant Institute

MEDICINE AND  

RESEARCH FACULTY

Valerie Abadie, PhD

Andrew Aronsohn, MD

Alyse Bedell, PhD

Marc Bissonnette, MD

Dennis Chen, MD

Alexander Chervonsky, MD, PhD

Erika Claud, MD

Russell Cohen, MD

Sushila Dalal, MD

Nina Gupta, MD 
Ira Hanan, MD

John Hart, MD

Bana Jabri, MD, PhD

Robert Kavitt, MD

Karen Kim, MD

Noa Cleveland Krugliak, MD

Sonia Kupfer, MD

Benjamin H. Levy III, MD 
Yanchun Li, PhD

Cambrian Liu, PhD

Edwin K. McDonald IV, MD

Dejan Micic, MD

Cathryn Nagler, PhD

Sajan Nagpal, MD 
Sonali Paul, MD

Joel Pekow, MD

Anjana Pillai, MD

Vijaya Rao, MD

Kapuluru Goutham Reddy, MD

Mary Rinella, MD

B.H. Gerald Rogers, MD

Atsushi Sakuraba, MD, PhD

Carol Semrad, MD

Neil Sengupta, MD

Ashley Sidebottom, PhD

Uzma Siddiqui, MD

Helen S. Te, MD

Christopher Weber, MD, PhD

 
LIVER SURGEONS

Rolf Barth, MD

John Fung, MD, PhD

Angelica Perez Gutierrez, MD

John LaMattina, MD

Diego di Sabato, MD

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE 
FACULTY, FACULTY, 
AND TEAM MEMBERS
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THORACIC SURGEONS

Jessica Donington, MD, MSCR

Mark F. Ferguson, MD

Mria Lucia Madariaga, MD

GENERAL AND

BARIATRIC SURGEONS

John C. Alverdy, MD

Peter Angelos, MD, PhD

Oliver Eng, MD

Mustafa Hussain, MD

Nora Jaskowiak, MD

Edwin L. Kaplan, MD

Xavier Keutgen, MD

Jeffrey B. Matthews, MD

J. Michael Millis, MD

Mitchell C. Posner, MD

Vivek N. Prachand, MD

Kevin Roggin, MD

Mark Slidell, MD, MPH

Jennifer Tseng, MD

Kiran Turaga, MD, MPH

Yalini Vigneswaran, MD, MS

COLORECTAL SURGEONS

Roger D. Hurst, MD

Neil H. Hyman, MD

Benjamin Shogan, MD

Kinga Skowron Olortegui, MD

Konstantin Umanskiy, MD

COLORECTAL FELLOWS

Ada Graham, MD

Andrea Macardis, MD (incoming)

FELLOWS

Fares Ayoub, MD 
Nathaniel Cohen, MD 
Thomas Couri, MD 
Tenzin Choden, MD 
Scott Friedberg, MD 
Anuhya Gampa, MD 
Ariel Halper-Stromberg, MD, PhD 

David Hakimian, MD 
Alan Hutchison, MD 
Grace Kim, MD 
Benjamin McDonald, MD, PhD

Najib Nassani, MD

Matthew Odenwald, MD, PhD

Raghavendra Paknikar, MD 
Hannah Roth, MD  
Ariel Bowen Sims, MD 
Wenfei Wang, MD 

INCOMING FELLOWS

Jacob DiBattista, MD

Yichun Fu, MD

Omar Jamil, MD

Ross McMillan, MD

Yusuke Miytani, MD, PhD

Adar Zinger, MD

SPECIALTY PHARMACY

David Choi, PharmD

Archiya Puangampai, PharmD 
 
GENETICS COUNSELOR 

Christine Drogan, CGC 

REGISTERED DIETITIANS 

Valerie Reynolds,  
MS, RD, CNSC, LDN

Courtney Schuchmann,  
MS, RD, LDN 

Bailey Torkelson, MS, RD

Elizabeth Wall,  
MS, RD, LDN, CNSD

Lori Welstead, MS, RD, LDN 

GI ADVANCED  

PRACTICE PROVIDERS

Jaymine Anderson, AGNP-BC

Janice Colwell, APN, CWOCN

Emily Dobrez,  MSN, APN, FNP

Melanie Samardzija, PhD, APN

Jennifer Labas,  
RN, BSN, APN, FNP-BC

Elizabeth Reyna, MSN, AGNP-C

Marita Kametas, APN 

Michele Kaplon-Jones, APN 

Sarah Kosinski, DNP, FNP-BC

Carol Montilla,  
MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Sarah O’Rourke, APN

Paulina Petrishka, APN

Colleen Roche, MSN, APN, FNP-C

Michele Rubin, APN, CNS, CGRN

Joanna Westerfield, PA-C 

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE 
FACULTY, FACULTY, 
AND TEAM MEMBERS
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Honoree

Joseph B. Kirsner Professor of Medicine
Chief, Section of Gastroenterology,  
Hepatology, and Nutrition;
Co-Director, Digestive Diseases Center;
Secondary Appointment, Professor of Pathology;  
Member of the Committee on Clinical Pharmacology 
and Pharmacogenomics; Associate Investigator,  
Cancer Center; Associate Faculty,  
MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics
University of Chicago Medicine

World-renowned for his expertise in treating 
inflammatory bowel disease, Dr. Rubin’s more 
than 30-year career exemplifies the highest 
caliber of scientific inquiry and clinical care. 
Building on years of innovative research, 
hundreds of publications, and countless 
accolades, Dr. Rubin is a visionary in the field 
of gastroenterology, ever curious about and 
inspired by new ideas and approaches to the 
science of digestive diseases. 

Dr. Rubin’s long research career has yielded 
numerous breakthroughs in the field of 
gastroenterology. His work described the 
link inflammation and cancer in ulcerative 
colitis, and demonstrated the benefit of 5-ASA 
therapies to prevent cancer. As the first to 
combine medical therapies to treat severe 
ulcerative colitis, Dr. Rubin ushered in new 
treatment paradigms for a new generation 
of gastroenterologists and their patients. He 
was the first to describe the ability to return 
the bowel to normal health in ulcerative colitis 
and Crohn’s disease, an outcome previously 
impossible. He developed new treatment 
strategies for treating the pernicious infection, 
C. difficile, in Crohn’s disease and ulcerative 
colitis patients.

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD
DAVID T. RUBIN, MD

Continued... u
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His commitment to exceptional 
patient care stewards the legacy 
of his mentor, the incomparable 
Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD. Like 
Dr. Kirsner, as a leader, Dr. Rubin 
is an exemplar: a brilliant thinker, a 
patient teacher, and a wise mentor 
of great personal character.

Long an advocate of strong, 
evidence-based approaches to 
the treatment of Crohn’s disease 
and ulcerative colitis, Dr. Rubin 
helps his patients achieve stable, 
long-term remission through careful diagnosis, 
diligent follow up, and proactive care, reflecting 
the very latest in treatment paradigms. His 
commitment is an investment in the lives, 
health, and families of his patients; one they 
can feel from the moment he steps into the 
examination room.

“Dr. Rubin doesn’t just further 
GIRF’s mission, he embodies it” 

says Kathy Shafer.

In addition to his dedication to clinical practice, 
Dr. Rubin is building a roadmap for the future  
of his field, one where regenerative medicine  
can combat the current and future crises of 
digestive health.

“Dr. Rubin is always focused on the next 
paradigm for digestive health research. He 

 
wants patients to get 
the best treatment as fast as possible. His ability 
to mentor fellows and lead his Section into the 
future, all while providing extraordinary care 
to patients, is almost unbelievable until you 
see him in action. We [at GIRF] feel incredibly 
privileged to honor him at the Champions for 
a Cure Ball,” says Yekaterina Chudnovsky, GI 
Research Foundation Board President.

Dr. Rubin is a Fellow of the American 
Gastrological Association (AGA), the American 
Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE), 
the American College of Physicians (ACP), the 
Royal College of Physicians (Edinburgh), and 
the American College of Gastroenterology, 
where he also serves as the Editor-in-Chief of 
the organization’s online education universe 

“Dr. Rubin stepped in when our daughter was having complications from her Crohn’s disease. He has remained her advocate and doctor and taken great care to keep her healthy so that 
she can lead a full, young adult life. His reputation 
as a living legend in the IBD community is well deserved. We feel fortunate to have his care.” 
 
     – Kathy Shafer, Ball Co-Chair and        GIRF Executive Vice President

Continued... u
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and was the first author on the 2019 
clinical guidelines for the treatment of 
ulcerative colitis. He is currently serving 
a three-year term as Chair of the 
National Scientific Advisory Committee 
of the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation. 
Dr. Rubin is the Deputy Chair of the 
International Organization for the Study 
of IBD (IOIBD). During his long career, 
Dr. Rubin has mentored more than 
sixty trainees, authored more than 468 
publications, four text books, and is the 
most followed IBD physician on Twitter 
(19K followers). With the Rubin Lab at 
the University of Chicago, he is currently 
conducting more than sixty active 
studies investigating Crohn’s disease  
and ulcerative colitis.

“I’m truly honored and humbled to be named 

this year’s Joseph B. Kirsner Award recipient. 

My colleagues and team know that in our life’s 

work, we stand on the shoulders of the giants 

who came before us, and also that we have 

much more work to do. I am inspired daily by the 

legacy and ongoing generosity and commitment 

from my GIRF family and will continue to work 

with the brilliant physicians and scientists 

here and in collaboration with our partners 

around the world in order to end suffering from 

digestive diseases.” 
 
     – David T. Rubin, MD.
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About The

The GI Research Foundation is privileged to present an annual tradition of honoring Dr. Kirsner’s 
legacy of advancements in research, training, and patient care. The Joseph B. Kirsner Award 

recognizes those who have made a substantial commitment to impact and further the GI 
Research Foundation’s mission

Joseph B. Kirsner Award artwork commissioned by  
Beatrice G. Crain, the first recipient of the award in 2021.

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER 
AWARD

Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD was a renowned 

physician, educator, and scientist at the 

University of Chicago. For more than seven 

decades, Joseph B. Kirsner, MD devoted his 

life to medicine, teaching, and patient care. 

In recognition of his impact, he received 

two Lifetime Achievement Awards from the 

Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation, the Julius 

Friedenwald Medal from the American 

Gastroenterological Association, and the Rudolf 

V. Schindler Award from the American 

Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy. 

His dedication to the University and his 

leadership in the field helped establish 

the University of Chicago Medicine as an 

authority in digestive diseases. Today, the 

UChicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center 

is internationally recognized for research-driven 

medicine and its team of highly specialized 

physicians. Inspired by Dr. Kirsner’s vision, 

the GI Research Foundation helps ensure the 

UChicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center 

remains at the forefront of innovation and 

personalized care.
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JOSEPH B. KIRSNER 
AWARD

SY TAXMAN

The Founder and former CEO of the Taxman 
Corp., esteemed commercial real estate 
developer, and celebrated philanthropist, 
Mr. Taxman developed a close friendship with 
both Dr. Rubin and Dr. Kirsner while receiving 
care at UChicago Medicine.

Sy and Nancy Taxman

PRESENTED BY

In 2021, the first recipient of the Joseph B. Kirsner Award was 
none other than Beatrice “Bee” Crain, prominent pilanthropist, 
GIRF supporter and lifelong friend to “Dr. Joe.” Though Bee 
passed away last spring at the age of 100, the Ball Committee 
believes she would be thrilled with this year’s honoree.

Seymour Taxman will 
present Dr. Rubin with the 

Joseph B. Kirsner Award during 
this evening’s program.
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Honoree

IRA HANAN, MD

The GI Research Foundation is proud to 
honor Dr. Ira Hanan for his lifetime of service 

as a faculty member and physician at the 
University of Chicago Medicine.

 
Ira Hanan, MD, who is retiring this month, has spent his career, more 
than 35 years of service, building a reputation as an expert in the 
field of gastroenterology. Dr. Hanan has co-authored more than 10 
book chapters and numerous scientific articles on colorectal disease, 
including the impact of fertility and pregnancy on inflammatory bowel 
disease. He serves as a clinical educator in the Gastroenterology 
Fellowship Training Program, teaching gastrointestinal endoscopy, 
diagnosis, and management of general gastrointestinal diseases, 
including IBD, IBS, and gastrointestinal bleeding, among others. He 
also serves as advisor to fellows pertaining to clinical gastroenterology.

While he is known as a vital faculty member and mentor, Dr. Hanan’s clinical judgement has helped 
thousands of patients with a variety of GI concerns, and caring for patients has always been the 
centerpiece of his work. “The most gratifying thing is seeing people get better,” he explains. “When they 
come to you, they’re sick. You give them a treatment plan, you 
listen to them, and then they start to get well again. Now, when 
patients learn I’m retiring and leaving, I hear them say, ‘You’ve 
made such a change in my life.’ And that is what it’s all about.”

Dr. Hanan has been named to the list of “Top Doctors” by Castle 
Connelly, Inc., as one of the “Best Doctors in America” by Best 
Doctors, Inc, and will receive the Gold Key for his distinguished 
service to the Biological Sciences Division at the University of 
Chicago Medicine.

Professor of Medicine

University of Chicago
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WITH GREAT 
APPRECIATION 
+ THANKS TO 
OUR ANGELS!



17

DIAMOND ANGEL

METRO INFUSION CENTER IS HONORED TO 
SUPPORT THE GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION.

WWW.METROINFUSIONCENTER.COM    |    TOLL-FREE: (877) 448-3627

CARING FOR PATIENTS AT OVER 170 LOCATIONS NATIONALLY
From our flexible appointments and convenient locations, to our 

comprehensive insurance support, Metro Infusion Center has 
everything you need to make your visit easy and hassle-free.
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DIAMOND ANGEL

NANCY + SY TA XMAN
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PLATINUM ANGEL

Together, we have been striving to advance the standard of care in Inflammatory 

Bowel Disease for over 19 years. We are committed to creating a brighter future 

for your patients, by connecting your expertise and dedication with  

our innovation.

©2022 AbbVie Inc.   US-IMMG-220020

Let’s

lives  
change

PLATINUM ANGEL
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PLATINUM ANGELPLATINUM ANGEL
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GOLD ANGEL

LEARN MORE:  
https://www.takeda.com/what-we-do/therapeutic-areas

Better Health, 
Brighter Future

GI LEADERSHIP & LEGACY

LIFE-CHANGING SUPPORT

GI COMMUNITY 
COMMITMENT

Pioneering medicines for more than 25 
years in gastroenterology (GI), including 
inflammatory bowel disease

Engaging with physicians, partners and patients 
to provide innovative data and useful tools that 
advance GI treatment

Providing support beyond new medicines to 
further improve the lives of patients with GI 
conditions

PLATINUM ANGEL
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GOLD ANGEL

DR. MICHAEL MALING 
CHAIRMAN AND CEO

Our sincerest congratulations to 
Dr. David T. Rubin as the recipient of

the Joseph B. Kirsner Award.
 

Congratulations to Dr. Ira Hanan 
as this year’s Honoree.

PLATINUM ANGEL



SILVER ANGEL

the GI Research Foundation
and their Champions for 
a Cure Ball

Breakthroughs that
change patients’ livesAll rights reserved. April 2022

Innovative Treatments
Addressing the unique needs of patients with
our portfolio of transformative treatments

Pioneering Science
Relentlessly pursuing breakthroughs across  
rheumatology, gastroenterology, and dermatology  
for patients still in need

Healthcare Solutions
Partnering with others to create solutions for the 

allowing patients to live their best lives

GOLD ANGEL



Visit bms.com to see how we’re bringing a human touch to everything we do.

© 2021 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. All rights reserved.  IMM-US-2101183  12/21

We are in the business of breakthroughs—our diverse, promising  
pipeline is focused on innovative medicines that transform patients’ lives.  
Our scientists are addressing some of the most challenging diseases  
of our time, ulcerative colitis among them. We will never give up our 
search for more hope, for more patients, around the world.

SILVER ANGELGOLD ANGEL
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SILVER ANGEL

Thank You!
Dr. Rubin, Dr. Cohen, Dr. Chang, and Dr. Charlton for 

continuing to lead our Foundation to the next level of research, 
discovery, and cures.

Thank you to the Ball Committee for bringing us together, 
in-person, to celebrate this evening. We would not be able to 

do this without you!

Thank you to Executive Vice President, Kathy Shafer, for your 
diligent leadership and commitment to GIRF. 

The biggest thank you to our Board Members and our 
Champions for a Cure Ball guests—without your support  

we would not be here!

With love and gratitude,

 

KATIE 
CHUDNOVSKY 

+ FAMILY

SILVER ANGEL
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SILVER ANGEL

In appreciation and gratitude to the 
GI Section at the University of Chicago.

With special thanks to our friend
DR. DAVID RUBIN

for excellence in clinical care, research,
and education to improve the lives of others.

LORI + JOHN POWER, AND 
DEBOR AH + MICHAEL COGAN

SILVER ANGEL
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BRONZE ANGEL

IN HONOR 
of 

DAVID RUBIN, MD
— WITH MUCH LOVE AND GRATITUDE —

SUE + MARTY 
SOLOMON

SILVER ANGEL
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BRONZE ANGEL

LAURA 
 + ERIC 
BERLIN

CHERYL
+ 

RUSSELL 
COHEN

SILVER ANGEL
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BRONZE ANGELSBRONZE ANGEL

Alternative Investing Since 1971

Chicago | New York | Los Angeles | London | Tokyo | Hong Kong | Seoul
gcmgrosvenor.com

GCM GROSVENOR IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE

GI Research Foundation 
Champions for a Cure Ball

WARMLY, STEVE + SANDY DAVIDSON

IN HONOR OF DR. DAVID 
RUBIN FOR ALL YOU DO WITH 

SUCH GREAT COMPASSION 
AND HEART.
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BRONZE ANGELS

LOR A MILLMAN + HOWARD GRILL

CAROL + PETER GOLDMAN

BRONZE ANGEL
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BRONZE ANGELBRONZE ANGEL

KATHY + TOM 
SHAFER

KURT B. KARMIN FAMILY FOUNDATION

HILARY
+ 

FRANK 
SCHMITZ
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BRONZE ANGEL

DELAINE
+ 

MARK 
WALDECK

BRONZE ANGEL
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ANGELS

 
ARENA PHARMACEUTICALS

BARTLETT WEALTH MANAGEMENT /  
ROBERT DEARBORN

GILEAD SCIENCES, INC.

ASHLEY + MICHAEL JOYCE

KOVITZ | VENTURE ONE REAL ESTATE

DR. BIANA LANSON +  
MR. BENJAMIN LANSON

BRAD PETERSON +  
MATT HUMBARGER

PROMETHEUS BIOSCIENCES

JENNIFER + BEN RIBACK

SUSAN + GARY SINGER

Thank You!
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Alter is proud to support the
GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION

altergroup.com

ANGELS
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Boon	Capital	Advisors	
	

Is	Proud	to	Support	
	

The	GI	Research	Foundation	
	

	
	

	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boon Capital Advisors LLC is registered as an investment advisor with the State of Illinois.  All information contained herein is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute a solicitation or offer to sell securities or investment advisory services. 
Such an offer can only be made in States where Boon Capital Advisors LLC is registered or where an exception from such 
registration is available, and no new account will be accepted unless and until all local regulations have been satisfied. 
If you are interested in our services, please e-mail us or call and request our Disclosure Brochure (Part II of the Form ADV); which 
provides detailed information about Boon Capital Advisors LLC and any inherent risks that may be 
associated with our services.	



35 36

Thank you
Dr. Kiran K. Turaga

for your commitment to saving lives 
through pioneering cancer research 

and expert patient care.

WITH GRATITUDE,

KATIE 
CHUDNOVSKY 

+ FAMILY
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THANK YOU,  
NANCY & SY, 

FOR ALL YOU DO 
TO HELP OTHERS.

With much love -
BONNY + 
HARVEY 
GAFFEN
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Congratulations!
We salute the excellence in medical research  
so vital in finding the causes and remedies

of gastro-intestinal diseases.

CAROL + PETER GOLDMAN 
AMY + JEFF GOLDMAN 

EMMA + LILY 
KAREN GOLDMAN



39

MANY, MANY 

Congratulations!
to David Rubin

on the
Joseph B. Kirsner award!

BRUCE GOLDSMITH
+

ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
AT GoDuRn



39 40

We are a proud  sponsor of  GIRF, 
celebrating their mission and  

achievements. 

The Hechtman Group provides Client Advisory Services 
(CAS) to companies who will benefit from outsourced 

accounting, CFO, HR payroll support, controller services 
and Quickbooks consulting without the burden of  

hiring f ull-time employees. 
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Hefter, Leshem, Margolis Capital  
Management Group is honored to support

Dr. David T. Rubin and Dr. Ira Hanan

1849 Green Bay Road, Suite 200 Highland Park, IL 60035  |  847.563.3400  |  www.HLMCapital.com
Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. HLM Capital Management Group is a separate entity from WFAFN. CAR-0522-02370 
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At HNP, we’re committed to growing your 
wealth and helping you progress toward 
a more promising tomorrow.

HNP Capital, LLC
Registered Investment Adviser

 An af filiate of Five Star Bank

Invest wisely today. 
Enjoy a fruitful tomorrow.

Thomas B Reading, CWA
Regional Vice President

HNP Capital, LLC
1350 Old Freeport Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412-447-6080
tom@hnpcap.com

HNP Capital, LLC (“HNP”) is an SEC registered investment adviser located in Rochester, New York. HNP and its representatives 
are in compliance with the current registration and notice filing requirements imposed upon SEC registered investment advisers 
by those states in which HNP maintains clients. HNP may only transact business in those states in which it is registered, notice 
filed, or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from registration or notice filing requirements. Registration does not imply a certain 
level of skill or training. Investing involves gains and losses and may not be suitable for all clients. For information about HNP, 
including its registration, fees and services, please contact HNP or refer to the Investment Advisor Public Disclosure Website(www.
adviserinfo.sec.gov). Investment products and services are not FDIC Insured, are not a deposit or bank guaranteed, are not insured 
by any Federal governmental agency, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal invested.
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Through thick and thin, virtual and live, we 
are thankful to our wonderful GIRF staff 

for helping us through each of our events. 
Brittany, Deborah and Silver, you are our 

Champions, too.

Thank you to our Gala team, Katie, Howard, 
Heidi and Audrey, for a year’s worth of 

thoughtful and hard work.
IT’S BEEN WONDERFUL.

KATHY + KARYN
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DR. RUBIN 
AND TEAM!
AMY TARA KOCH 

+ 
PETER GOTTLIEB

ON BEHALF OF 
BELLA GOTTLIEB

Thank you
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Congratulations!
to Sy Taxman, David Rubin and 

Ira Hanan on your fabulous achievements. 
Keep up the amazing work!

BOBBY 
+ LORI 
MILLER
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The Attorneys and Staff of Much Law
are proud to support GIRF

and it’s Mission to promote education
of the public regarding issues

of digestive health.
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Preserve, Protect and Grow Your Wealth 

Proud to support  
The GI Research Foundation 

and 
Champions for a Cure 

 

799 Central Avenue • Suite 350 •Highland Park, IL  60035 

(847) 926 ‐5700 

www.newvernonwealth.com  
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To our Honorees, 
Dr. Ira Hanan  

and 
Dr. David Rubin.

Dr. Rubin your presence on our board has 
helped us see and create this great vision. 

Looking forward to many years ahead.

BEN 
POGOFSKY 

BOARD MEMBER
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Reaching over 15 million cooking, crafting, and DIY enthusiasts monthly through websites, 
social media, e-mail newsletters, digital magazines and ecommerce.

We proudly support the
Gastro-Intestinal Research Foundation

And thank

Howard Grill
For his hard work and leadership

We wish you continued success

Prime Publishing LLC
Stuart Hochwert, President

3400 Dundee Road
Northbrook, IL 60062

847-205-9375
www.primecp.com
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WE SALUTE THE GOOD WORKS 
OF GIRF AND APPLAUD 

NANCY AND SY TAXMAN 
FOR THE GOOD THINGS 

THEY DO.
 

AND 
CONGRATULATIONS  

TO DR. RUBIN.

BARBARA 
+ DON 
ROSUCK
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Dr. David T. Rubin

Congratulations on all
you have done and

continue to do!

We are so proud!

Love,
Mom and Dad
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IN HONOR
of

DAVID T. RUBIN, M.D.

With appreciation and heartfelt gratitude for the 
personalized medical care that you provide to 

thousands of patients in Chicago, North America 
and throughout the world.

Congratulations as recipient of the 
GI Research Foundation prestigious

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD

The comprehensive clinical care that you 
and the GI Section provide is a living 
testimony and source of inspiration 

for countless individuals.

MARVIN + GENNY ROSENBERG
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Congratulations!
To Dr. Rubin on receiving the Joseph B. 
Kirsner Award and to Dr. Ira Hanan for 

your honor at this year’s Ball.

Thank you
To each and every GI doctor, nurse and 

staff member at UChicago Medicine. 
You’ve been instrumental, not just in our 

health but in our lives.

THE 
SIMON 
FAMILY
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Michael Riback and his team at 
WestPoint Capital 
are proud sponsors 

of the GI Research Foundation 
Champions for a Cure Ball!
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More than just a cookie!
847.831.4500 | carolscookies.com

Thank you
Dr. Benjamin Shogan

for dedicating your career to improving the 
lives of colorectal diseases patients.

– WITH GRATITUDE –
KATIE CHUDNOVSKY + FAMILY
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Thank you
to Dr. Rubin and his care team for your kindness, 
support and medical care. GIRF, thank you for 

your research of digestive diseases. I don’t know 
where I’d be without you all.  

– THANKS, HEIDI HENDERSON
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Dear Dr. Rubin, Having known Dr. Kirsner and you for many 
years, I can honestly say with a good heart and an honest 

feeling that you are a very worthy recipient of this award. I was 
one of Dr. Kirsner’s first successful recoveries from Ulcerative 
Colitis 74 years ago and owe my life to him and to you who 

took his place. Dr. Rubin, you have done very well in carrying 
out Dr. Kirsner’s traditions and going forward in helping many 

more people live a useful and happy life.

– MANY, MANY THANKS –
RALPH + DEEDEE KAUFMANN
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Congratulations!
to Sy Taxman on your 

continuous service to GIRF.

ALAN PORTNOY

We are so proud and 
lucky to have Dr. David 

on our family tree!
– WE LOVE YOU! – 

MINDY, JEFF, DREW, JULIE, MATT, SHOSHANA, 
JON, ERIN, HANNAH, HENRY, 

LILY, ELLIOTT +  EZRA
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To Dr. Hanan: 
MANY THANKS 

for your excellent advice and 
medical diligence for so many years!

CONGRATULATIONS 
on a rich and generous medical 

career and best wishes for all that comes next!

GLENN TISDALE

RelEventProductions.com
lauren@releventproductions.com | 847.975.9040
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Congratulations!
DR. DAVID RUBIN

WELL DESERVED!

MAY YOU GO FROM 
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH.

ABBY + LARRY 
BLOCK

Congratulations!
to Dr. David T. Rubin on 

receiving the Joseph B. Kirsner 
Award. We also would like 
to acknowledge Dr. Rubin’s  

outstanding clinical team as well 
as research in Crohn’s disease 

and Ulcerative Colitis.

THE ACKERMAN FAMILY:
MAX, BRUCE JR.,  

DONNA + BRUCE

Dear Dr. Rubin,

Congratulations!
on this most special honor! 

Thank you for everything! 
Your life’s work helps to save  
so many lives, and we are so 
proud to call you our Doctor! 

Enjoy the evening!

ADINA + FRED AARON

Congratulations!
ON GREAT

WORK!
IRA + CECILE 

LEBENSON
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WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIRELESS 
DEDICATION AND SUPPORT OF THIS VERY 

IMPORTANT WORK.

YOU ARE ALL 

Congratulations!
TO THE BEST 

DOCTOR WE KNOW.

DR. RUBIN, 
WE LOVE YOU!

SUSAN + HOWARD 
STONE

DR. RUBIN

Congratulations!
on receiving the Joseph B. Kirsner 
Award. Well deserved! We are 
so grateful for your dedication, 

compassion and incredible care. 

MICHAEL, LOIS, 
HARRISON, ANDREW + 

CAITLYN MCCABE
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“ Shout out to my amazing ‘Team Cohen’ and the entire staff throughout our  
ever-widening network of care locations – YOU are the reason that we have 

succeeded and will continue to succeed in our tireless quest to provide the best 
care to our patients and their families. ” 

– Dr. and Mrs. Russell Cohen.

“ KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! ” 
– Richard Dufek

“ Dr. David Rubin and Dr. Michael Charlton, thank you for saving my life. 
UChicago Medicine’s Section of Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition 
is at the forefront, not only in medicine, but also in dedication, kindness, and 

compassion for your patients. Our family is indebted to you eternally. ” 
All our love and appreciation

– Brad and Rebecca Goodman and Charlotte, Rachel, and Harper 

“ I’m proud to support our University of Chicago Digestive Medicine physicians.  
I’m grateful for the ground breaking and life enhancing work that our doctors do 

for all of us each day. ” 
– Karyn Kogen Hurwich

“ Shout out to Dr. David Rubin for his fierce advocacy of IBD patients day in  
and day out to promote quality of life improvements. ” 

– Marissa Miller , Mark, Aviva, and Natan Axelrod

“ Congratulations to Dr. Rubin and Dr. Hanan!  Have fun camping and fishing,  
Dr. Hanan as you enter this next chapter in your life. ” 

– Melanie Samardzija

“ Thank you Dr. Rubin and your entire orchestra! Thank you also to the  
AMAZING WOCN nurses! While no one wants to a be a “patient,” but if  

you need to be – this is the team to pick! ” 
– M. Wener

 
“ Thank you to Dr. Rubin and Dr. Hyman for all you do. ” 

– The Rudin Family
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We congratulate, Dr. David T. Rubin, the Joseph B. Kirsner 
Award recipient, and Dr. Ira Hanan, for their relentless 

dedication and altruistic service to the work of the University 
of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center and on being 
acknowledged as GIRF Champions for a Cure Ball honorees!

MAX WASSERMAN  |  BOB KALMAN 
and the 

MIRAMAR CAPITAL TEAM



Lisa + Bob Hamer 
salute the great 

work of the 
GI staff at U of C


