
The storied Annual Ball is the GI Research Foundation’s premiere fundraising event. 
Hundreds of contributors, friends, grateful patients, and medical professionals come 
together to raise funding for groundbreaking research and exceptional patient care at 

the University of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center.

THE 2022 GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION ANNUAL BALL
CELEBRATES 61 YEARS OF TRANSFORMING LIVES.
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HONORING
IRA HANAN, MD
University of Chicago
Medicine

HONORING
DAVID T. RUBIN, MD
Chief, Section of Gastroenterology,

Hepatology, and Nutrition

University of Chicago Medicine
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GI Research Foundation’s events adhere to all CDC guidelines, as well as State and
Federal regulations. Visit www.GIRF.org for health and safety updates leading up to the ball.



SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

The first gene associated with Crohn’s disease (NOD2)

The immune factors related to celiac disease

The first animal model of celiac disease

The impact of high-fat diet on the microbiome

A unique genetic variant in African Americans with colon cancer

CLINICAL BREAKTHROUGHS

The first living donor liver transplant from parent to child

Lifesaving Hepatitis-C positive liver transplants

A new treatment for severe ulcerative colitis now used around the world

Successful long-term home parenteral nutrition protocols and 
management of Short bowel syndrome/intestinal failure

Population-specific colon cancer screening protocols to reduce mortality

Treatment targets that allow some IBD patients to stop medical therapy

International guidelines on the treatment of inflammatory bowel 
disease during the COVID-19 pandemic

LOOKING DEEPER

Exploring the use of intestinal microbiota transfer for digestive diseases

Funding a groundbreaking study to discover the cause of ulcerative colitis

Established international clinical trials leading to a cure for Hepatitis-C

Investigating the circadian clock of the gut microbiome and its impact 
on digestive function

Examining hereditary screening protocols as well as precision treatment 
and prevention of colorectal cancer

Studying tissue and microbiome changes in small bowel following 
J-pouch surgery

Developing breakthrough treatments for food allergies and to induce 
tolerance to gluten in patients with celiac
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MISSION STATEMENT: The GI Research Foundation (GIRF) is a non-profit 501(c)3 dedicated to raise funds to support the 
physicians and scientists at the University of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center in their efforts to provide outstanding care, 
train future leaders and perform innovative clinical and laboratory research in order to treat, cure, and prevent digestive diseases.

This year, more than 62 million Americans will be diagnosed with a digestive disease— 
ranging from daily disease management to chronic, debilitating pain to incredibly difficult 
diagnoses. The GI Research Foundation proudly partners with the renowned University 

of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center to transform their lives.

WE HAVE DELIVERED THESE
LIFE-CHANGING ACHIEVEMENTS
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WITH GRATITUDE TO THE
2021 VIRTUAL BALL ANGEL SPONSORS

BRONZE ANGELS
Abra & Murray Alscher
Bristol Myers Squibb

Yekaterina Chudnovsky & Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Cohen

Sandy, Steve, & Lily Davidson
Rebecca & Mark de Souza 

GCM Grosvenor
Carol & Peter Goldman

Lora Millman & Howard Grill
The Schmitz Family Charitable Fund

Kathryn & Thomas Shafer/ 
Kurt B. Karmin Family Foundation

ANGELS
Arena Pharmaceuticals

Bartlett Wealth Management/Robert Dearborn
Belmont Bank & Trust

Laura & Eric Berlin
Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Dr. Biana Lanson & Mr. Benjamin Lanson
New Vernon Wealth Management

Jennifer & Ben Riback
Emily & Aaron Rosdal

Salix Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Sunset Partners Capital Management LLC/

Bob Hamer & Jeff Kutchin
Mark & Delaine Waldeck

GRATEFUL PATIENT
VIDEO SPONSOR

Nestlé Health Science

PHYSICIAN SCIENTIST
VIDEO SPONSOR 

HLM Capital Management Group

BALL BASKET
SPONSORS

Carol’s Cookies
Dime Community Bank
Miramar Capital, LLC

Prometheus Biosciences, Inc.

DIAMOND ANGELS

PLATINUM ANGELS

GOLD ANGELS

SILVER ANGELS



GRATEFUL PATIENT VIDEO SPONSOR
$5,000
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GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION
2022 BALL ANGEL LEVELS

For more information, please contact Deborah Barnard
312-724-9150  |  dbarnard@girf.org  |  www.girf.org

Included number
of tickets to the 
61st Annual Ball.

Opportunity to
tailor sponsorship 
package.

VIP Meet & Greet
UChicago Medicine
physician-scientists.

DIAMOND
ANGEL
$100,000

PLATINUM
ANGEL

GOLD
ANGEL

SILVER
ANGEL

BRONZE
ANGEL ANGEL

$75,000 $50,000 $25,000 $15,000 $10,000

– – – – –

Feature article 
in Gut Instincts
e-Newsletter.

Recognition
during the
Ball’s program.

– – – – –

–

–

– – – –

– –

10
PREFERRED

SEATING

20
PREFERRED

SEATING

10
PREFERRED

SEATING

10
PREFERRED

SEATING

1020 6 2

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

Recognition on
screens throughout
the evening.

Listing on
save the date* 
and invitation**.

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

GOLD
LOGO

SILVER
LOGO

NAME
LISTING

Digital recognition:
website, emails,
social media.

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

GOLD
LOGO

SILVER
LOGO

NAME
LISTING

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

GOLD
LOGO

SILVER
LOGO

NAME
LISTING

NAME
LISTING

Recognition in the
Ball’s printed
Program Book.

FULL-PAGE
AD

FULL-PAGE
AD

FULL-PAGE
AD

FULL-PAGE
AD

HALF-PAGE
AD

NAME
LISTING

10 10

*Save the date deadline: February 1, 2022; **Invitation deadline March 1, 2022.

Listed as presenting video sponsor. Premieres
during Ball and will be shared on social media

and to 15,000+ individuals via email.
Only one opportunity available.SOL

D
SOL

D
SOL

D



GI Research Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and your donation is tax deductible as provided by law.

RETURN WITH PAYMENT TO

GI Research Foundation

1954 First Street, Suite 167

Highland Park, IL 60035

PAYMENT OPTIONS

 Please send an invoice.

 Credit card.

Please complete form.

 Check enclosed.

Please make payable to the

GI Research Foundation

For more information, please 

contact Deborah Barnard, 

Director of Major Gifts at 

312-724-9150 | dbarnard@girf.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

NAME 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

PHONE EMAIL

CREDIT CARD (VISA, MC, AMEX) 

NAME ON CARD 

CC# 

BILLING ZIP EXP. DATE CVV 

ANGEL LEVELS
PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CHOICE:

Thank you for your support!

DIAMOND
ANGEL $100,000

PLATINUM
ANGEL $75,000

GOLD
ANGEL $50,000

SILVER
ANGEL $25,000

BRONZE
ANGEL $15,000

ANGEL $10,000

GRATEFUL
PATIENT
VIDEO SPONSOR

$5,000
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