
The storied Annual Ball is the GI Research Foundation’s premiere fundraising event. 
Hundreds of volunteers, friends, grateful patients, and medical professionals come 
together to raise funding for groundbreaking research and exceptional patient care 
at the University of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center. The GI Research 
Foundation transformed the 59th Annual Ball into its first-ever virtual fundraiser. 
Despite challenging times and a new platform, the Virtual Ball exceeded expectations, 
marking the most successful Ball to-date. More than 1,000 households tuned-in for the 

live show, which raised more than $1.3 million.

The GI Research Foundation Diamond Anniversary Ball
celebrates 60 years of transforming lives.

P A R T N E R S  I N  R E S E A R C H

Digestive
Diseases
Center

SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021   |   6:00 PM CT   |   VIRTUAL EVENT

Honoring

NANCY & SY TAXMAN

Partner in Science Award

Featuring
OZ PEARLMAN

Emmy-Award winning mentalist

MAGGIE SPEAKS
Internationally renowned band

... AND MORE!

Honoring

BEATRICE G. CRAIN

Joseph B. Kirsner Award



P A R T N E R S  I N  R E S E A R C H

Digestive
Diseases
Center

MISSION STATEMENT: The GI Research Foundation (GIRF) is a non-profit 501(c)3 dedicated to raise funds to support the 
physicians and scientists at the University of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center in their efforts to provide outstanding care, 
train future leaders and perform innovative clinical and laboratory research in order to treat, cure, and prevent digestive diseases.

This year, more than 62 million Americans will be diagnosed with a digestive disease— 
ranging from daily disease management to chronic, debilitating pain to incredibly difficult 
diagnoses. The GI Research Foundation proudly partners with the renowned University 

of Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center to transform their lives.

WITH GRATITUDE TO THE 2020 VIRTUAL BALL ANGEL SPONSORS

SILVER ANGELS
Deb & Michael Cogan and

Lori & John Power / Cogan & Power, P.C.

BRONZE ANGELS
Abra & Murray Alscher

Laura & Eric Berlin
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Cohen

Sandy, Steve & Lily Davidson
Rebecca & Mark De Souza /

Revolution Global
Genentech, Inc.

Carol & Peter Goldman
Lora Millman & Howard Grill

Jennifer & Ben Riback
Dr. & Mrs. B.H. Gerald Rogers
Schmitz Family Charitable Fund

Kathryn & Thomas Shafer /
Kurt Karmin Family Foundation

Val & Lee Shapiro

DIAMOND ANGELS

PLATINUM ANGELS

GOLD ANGELS

GIRF-FUNDED RESEARCH
GROUNDBREAKING ACHIEVEMENTS

Discovery of the first gene associated with 
Crohn’s disease (NOD2).

Discovery of a new type of “deep remission” in 
IBD that may allow some patients to stop therapy.

The first animal model of Celiac Disease.

Established international clinical trials which led 
to a cure for Hepatitis C.

Performance of the first living donor liver 
transplant from parent to child.

A new treatment for severe ulcerative colitis now 
used around the world.

CONTINUING BREAKTHROUGHS

Funding a groundbreaking study to discover 
the cause of ulcerative colitis.

Established international clinical trials leading 
to a cure for Hepatitis C.

Examining hereditary screening protocols as 
well as precision treatment and prevention of 
colorectal cancer.

Developing breakthrough treatments for food 
allergies and to induce tolerance to gluten in 
patients with Celiac.



BALL BOX SPONSOR
 In-Kind Donations $7,500+ 

GRATEFUL PATIENT VIDEO SPONSOR
$5,000†
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GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION
DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY BALL ANGEL LEVELS

For more information, please contact Deborah Barnard
312-724-9150  |  dbarnard@girf.org  |  www.girf.org

“Ball Boxes” 
for guests to enjoy
during virtual event.

Opportunity to
tailor sponsorship 
package.

VIP Meet & Greet
UChicago Medicine
physician-scientists.

Spotlight video
during the Ball’s
virtual presentation.

DIAMOND
ANGEL

$100,000

PLATINUM
ANGEL

GOLD
ANGEL

SILVER
ANGEL

BRONZE
ANGEL ANGEL

$75,000 $50,000 $25,000 $15,000 $10,000

– – – – –

Feature article 
in Gut Instincts
e-Newsletter.

Recognition
throughout the
Ball’s program.

– – – – –

–

– –

– –

10 BOXES
up to 20 guests

10 BOXES
up to 20 guests

5 BOXES
up to 10 guests

5 BOXES
up to 10 guests

30-SECOND
VIDEO

30-SECOND
VIDEO

15-SECOND
VIDEO

15-SECOND
VIDEO

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

GOLD
LOGO

SILVER
LOGO

NAME
LISTING

NAME
LISTING

Listing on virtual
save the date* 
and invitation**.

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

GOLD
LOGO

SILVER
LOGO

NAME
LISTING

Digital recognition:
website, emails,
social media.

PLATINUM
LOGO

DIAMOND
LOGO

GOLD
LOGO

SILVER
LOGO

NAME
LISTING

NAME
LISTING

Recognition in the
Ball’s printed
Program Book.

FULL-PAGE
AD

FULL-PAGE
AD

FULL-PAGE
AD

FULL-PAGE
AD

HALF-PAGE
AD

NAME
LISTING

5 BOXES
up to 10 guests

5 BOXES
up to 10 guests

*Save the date deadline: February 10, 2021; **Invitation deadline March 1, 2021.

Listed as presenting video sponsor. Premieres
during Ball and will be shared on social media

and to 15,000+ individuals via email.
† Only one opportunity available.

Special recognition in Ball Boxes—
curated selection of items for special guests

of sponsors to enjoy during the ball.
Half Page Program Book Ad.



GI Research Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and your donation is tax deductible as provided by law.

RETURN WITH PAYMENT TO

GI Research Foundation

1954 First Street, Suite 167

Highland Park, IL 60035

PAYMENT OPTIONS

 Please send an invoice.

 Credit card.

 Please complete form.

 Check enclosed.

 Please make payable to the

 GI Research Foundation

For more information, please 

contact Deborah Barnard, 

Director of Major Gifts at 

312-724-9150 | dbarnard@girf.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

NAME   

COMPANY   

ADDRESS   

CITY, STATE, ZIP   

PHONE EMAIL 

CREDIT CARD (VISA, MC, AMEX) 

NAME ON CARD   

CC#   

BILLING ZIP EXP. DATE                                   CVV 

ANGEL LEVELS
PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CHOICE:

Thank you for your support!

DIAMOND ANGEL $100,000

PLATINUM ANGEL $75,000

GOLD ANGEL $50,000

SILVER ANGEL $25,000

BRONZE ANGEL $15,000

ANGEL $10,000

SATURDAY, MAY 1, 2021   |   6:00 PM CT   |   VIRTUAL EVENT

BALL BOX
SPONSOR

$7,500

GRATEFUL PATIENT
VIDEO SPONSOR

$5,000
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