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Dear Friends and Family, 

Welcome to the GI Research Foundation Diamond Anniversary Ball. 

Tonight we are celebrating 60 brilliant years of supporting groundbreaking 
research and exceptional patient care at the renowned University of 
Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center. 

We hope you enjoy our one-hour program, emceed by WGN-TV’s Ben 
Bradley, and featuring an interactive performance by Emmy award-winning 
mentalist, Oz Pearlman, music from Maggie Speaks, and remarks from our 
esteemed Scientific Advisors—David T. Rubin, MD, Eugene B. Chang, MD, 
and Michael R. Charlton, MBBS. 

Our program also honors Beatrice “Bee” G. Crain, of the Crain-Maling 
Foundation, with the inaugural Joseph B. Kirsner Award, and Sy and Nancy 
Taxman with the first-ever Partners in Science Award. 

On behalf of the GIRF Board of Directors, thank you to our Angel  
sponsors. Their generosity ensures that every dollar raised tonight supports  
life-changing science. 

Together, from homes all over the country, we are transforming the lives of 
those living with digestive diseases. 

With much gratitude, 
The GI Research Foundation Diamond Anniversary Ball Committee—

Karyn Hurwich, Co-Chair Yekaterina Chudnovsky 
Kathryn Karmin Shafer, Co-Chair Beatrice G. Crain 
 Howard Grill 
 Benjamin Pogofsky
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THIS EVENING’S 
PROGRAM

EMCEE
Ben Bradley, WGN-TV 

WELCOME REMARKS
Katie Chudnovsky, Board President
Kathy Shafer & Karyn Hurwich,  
Ball Co-Chairs

JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD
Beatrice G. Crain/ 
Crain-Maling Foundation, Recipient
Katie Chudnovsky & Russell D. Cohen, MD, 
Presenters

PARTNERS IN SCIENCE AWARD
Nancy and Seymour Taxman, Recipients
Howard Grill & David T. Rubin, MD, Presenters

MEDICAL UPDATE
David T. Rubin, MD 
Eugene B. Chang, MD
Michael R. Charlton, MBBS 

VIDEO PRESENTATIONS 
FEATURING
A. Murat Eren, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
University of Chicago Medicine 

Heidi Henderson, Grateful Patient 

Sajan Nagpal, MBBS, Director, Pancreas Clinic, 
University of Chicago Medicine

ENTERTAINMENT
Oz Pearlman, Emmy award-winning mentalist
Maggie Speaks, Chicago-based band

Featuring Messages of Support from our Angel Sponsors

MAGGIE SPEAKS
For more than twenty years, 
Maggie Speaks been considered 
one of the hottest bands in 
the Midwest, and they are 
recognized for their musical 

entertainment around the world. Having shared the stage 
with acts like Earth Wind and Fire, The Doobie Brothers, 
.38 Special, rapper Ton Loc, Loverboy’s Mike Reno, and 
Starship’s Mickey Thomas, and covering songs from the 
60s through today, the band can do it all. They bring 
their diverse musical talents to everything from Rock 
to Pop, Top 40 to Dance, Funk to Country, Hip Hop, 
Jazz, Motown, R&B, and more. Members of Maggie 
Speaks include founder and vocalist David Calzaretta, 
vocalist Nicole Garza, drummer Blake Cooper, bassist 
Shawn Sommer and guitarist Samir Varma.

OZ PEARLMAN
Oz Pearlman’s unique blend 
of mentalism and mind-
reading creates an interactive 
experience that redefines the 
very nature of a magic show, 
one that truly needs to be seen 
to be believed. After captivating 

audiences on America’s Got Talent with never-before-
seen mentalism routines, Oz Pearlman finished 
in third place, out of thousands of acts. Oz has 
also appeared on a variety of both national and 
international networks, including NBC’s Late Night 
with Jimmy Fallon, The TODAY Show, ABC World 
News. He has been profiled in publications including 
Forbes and the New York Times and performs his 
shows for both intimate crowds and arenas.
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WITH GRATITUDE 
to OUR ANGELS

BRONZE ANGELS
Abra & Murray Alscher 
Bristol Myers Squibb 

Yekaterina Chudnovsky & Family  
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Cohen 

Sandy, Steve, & Lily Davidson 
Rebecca & Mark de Souza  

GCM Grosvenor 
Carol & Peter Goldman 

Lora Millman & Howard Grill 
The Schmitz Family Charitable Fund 

Kathryn & Thomas Shafer / Kurt B. Karmin Family Foundation 
 

ANGELS
Arena Pharmaceuticals 

Bartlett Wealth Management / Robert Dearborn 
Belmont Bank & Trust 

Laura & Eric Berlin
Gilead Sciences, Inc. 

Dr. Biana Lanson & Mr. Benjamin Lanson 
New Vernon Wealth Management 

Jennifer & Ben Riback 
Emily & Aaron Rosdal 

Salix Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Sunset Partners Capital Management LLC / Bob Hamer & Jeff Kutchin 

Mark & Delaine Waldeck

GRATEFUL PATIENT 
VIDEO SPONSOR

Nestlé Health Science 

PHYSICIAN SCIENTIST 
VIDEO SPONSOR 

HLM Capital Management Group 

BALL BASKET 
SPONSORS

Carol’s Cookies 
Dime Community Bank 
Miramar Capital, LLC 

Prometheus Biosciences, Inc.

DIAMOND ANGELS 

PLATINUM ANGELS 

GOLD ANGELS 

SILVER ANGELS

LORI & JOHN POWER AND 
DEBORAH & MICHAEL COGAN
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GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
MISSION + HISTORY

The GI Research Foundation is a non-profit 
501(c)3 dedicated to raise funds to support the 
physicians and scientists at the University of 
Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center  
and their efforts to provide outstanding care, train 
future leaders and perform innovative clinical and 
laboratory research in order to treat, cure, and 
prevent digestive diseases.

Approximately 70 million Americans live with a 
digestive disease. Since 1961, the GI Research 
Foundation has partnered with the University  
of Chicago Medicine to transform their lives.

Sixty years ago, the GI Research Foundation  
was founded by grateful patients of Dr. Joseph B.  

Kirsner, a pioneer in gastroenterology who 
devoted his life to medicine, teaching and patient 
care. Today, the UChicago Medicine Digestive 
Diseases Center is internationally recognized 
for research-driven medicine and highly 
specialized physicians. Inspired by Dr. Kirsner’s 
vision, the GI Research Foundation helps 
ensure the UChicago Medicine Digestive 
Diseases Center remains at the forefront of 
innovation and collaborative care.

“Research is important, 
but the combination 

of research and 
compassionate care is 

the best way. It is still the 
best way.”

– Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD

What is GIRF
?

 GIRF is the
 Gastro Inte

stinal Resea
rch 

Foundation o
f Chicago or

iented to th
e University

 

of Chicago. 
GIRF is a gr

oup of peopl
e from 

all walks of
 life; many 

are patients
, all are 

friends, uni
ted in a com

mon effort to
 support 

research on 
the cause an

d cure of di
gestive 

diseases. GI
RF provides 

funds for eq
uipment, 

laboratories
 and the sup

port of inve
stigators 

and young ph
ysicians to 

the Universi
ty of 

Chicago Gast
roenterology

 Section, a 
group of 

dedicated do
ctors who se

ek solutions
 to all 

kinds of gas
trointestina

l illnesses,
 affecting 

the esophagu
s, the stoma

ch, the smal
l intestine,

 

the large in
testine, the

 liver, the 
gallbladder,

 

and the panc
reas. GIRF i

s an organiz
ation 

without poli
tics and wit

hout bias. E
veryone with

 

a similar in
terest and c

apacity to c
ontribute is

 

welcome to j
oin.

What is GIRF
? GIRF, abov

e all, is a 
unique 

blend of won
derful, kind

 and generou
s men and 

women giving
 of themselv

es and their
 resources, 

whose greate
st reward is

 that inner 
sense 

of satisfact
ion and good

ness that co
mes from 

helping Dr. 
Joseph Kirsn

er and his c
olleagues 

at the Unive
rsity of Chi

cago and, th
rough them, 

helping huma
nity everywh

ere.

Joseph B. Ki
rsner, MD, P

hD

University o
f Chicago, C

irca 1975
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2021 
BOARD of DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT

Yekaterina Chudnovsky

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF FINANCE

Howard A. Grill*

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF FUNDR AISING

Mark de Souza 

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF FUNDR AISING

Biana Lanson, MD

VICE PRESIDENT  

OF MARKETING

Mark A. Waldeck 

VICE PRESIDENT OF  

BOARD DEVELOPMENT

Scott Attar

BOARD

Murray Alscher
Eric Berlin*
Michael P. Cogan*
Russell D. Cohen, MD
Beatrice G. Crain
Steven R. Davidson*
Jeffrey A. Fine
Peter D. Goldman
Karyn Hurwich
Ralph Kaufmann
Amy Tara Koch
Matthew Lebenson
Jonathan Merel 
Brad Peterson
Benjamin Pogofsky
Benjamin Riback
B.H. Gerald Rogers, MD
Aaron Rosdal
Kathryn Karmin Shafer
Seymour Taxman

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORS

David T. Rubin, MD
Eugene B. Chang, MD
Michael R. Charlton, MBBS
 

CO-FOUNDERS

Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD+

Martin N. Sandler*+

Joseph E. Valenti, Sr.*+

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Joseph Bernstein
Heidi Henderson
Erika Higgins
Kelly O’Connor
Hussain Rizvi
David A. Rubin
Spencer Sachs
Gary Singer
Hilary Wolfe 
Elijah Wreh

* Past President
+ Deceased
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2021 
ASSOCIATES BOARD

PRESIDENT

Brad Peterson

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Jordan Hirsch

VP/SECRETARY 

Sheetal Shah

VPs OF FUNDR AISING 

Lauren Martin 
Katie Waldeck

VP OF GR ANT FUNDING 

Carly Hennig

VPs OF MEMBERSHIP/ 

MARKETING/SOCIAL MEDIA 

Katie Bryan
Rachael Eagle

MEDICAL ADVISORS

Sushila Dalal, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine, 

Section of Gastroenterology, 

Hepatology & Nutrition  

University of Chicago Medicine

Ashley Sidebottom, PhD
Post-Doctoral Scholar,  

Section of Gastroenterology, 

Hepatology & Nutrition  

University of Chicago Medicine

BOARD

Shelley Brown

Kasey Chronis

Courtney Cebula

Noa Cleveland

Kurt Dziama

Sarah Goldberg

Rachel Gross

Rachel Hendee

Mike Jesselson

Joan Lines

Jacqueline Lopez

Betsy Staar

PAST MEDICAL ADVISORS 

Sonia Kupfer, MD 
Vanessa A. Leone, PhD

ASSOCIATES BOARD  

PAST PRESIDENTS

Amy Amdur 
1988-1990

Steven R. Davidson 
1990-1994

Debra Yale 
1994-1996

Michael Fisher 
1996-1998

Karen Swoisken Goodgold 
1998-2000

Howard A. Grill  
2000-2008

Sabrina Bier 
2008-2013

Eric P. Berlin 
2013-2015

Julie McDermott Haggerty 
2015-2017
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PAST PRESIDENTS +
PAST WOMEN’S BOARD PRESIDENTS

PAST PRESIDENTS

Martin N. Sandler+ 
Co-Founder  
1961–1964, 1974–1975 

Joseph E. Valenti Sr.+ 
Co-Founder  
1964–1965 
Morris Fishbein M.D.+ 
1965–1966 
Theodore H. Vatz+ 
1966–1968 
Benjamin F. Bensinger+ 
1968–1971 
Jerry E. Poncher+ 

1971–1975 
James C. Mills  
1975–1977 
Joseph B. Heller  
1977–1978 

Sheldon F. Good  
1978–1980 
Aaron A. Rosenberg  
1980–1981 
Larry A. Pogofsky+ 
1981–1983 
Joseph P. Antonow+ 
1983–1984 
Kenneth I. Solomon+ 
1984–1986

Robert P. Cummins  
1986–1988 
Martin R. Binder+ 
1988–1990 
Theodore S. Ross+ 
1990–1992 
Ernest R. Katz+ 
1992–1994 

Thomas Cummings+ 
1994–1996 
Joel I. Cohen  
1996–1998 
Sherwin S. Malis+ 
1998–2001 
Michael P. Cogan  
2001–2003, 2007–2009

Steven R. Davidson  
2003–2005

Barry S. Katz+ 
2005–2007

Howard A. Grill  
2009–2013, 2015–2016

Lee A. Gould  
2013–2015 
Eric P. Berlin  
2016-2019

Bea Levy+ 
1964–1965

Lorraine Sandler+ 

1965–1970

Ruth Lewis+ 

1970–1973

Bernice Goldblatt+ 

1973–1982

Merle Goldblatt Cohen  
1982–1988

Arlene Freeman 
Co-President 1988–1992

Ellen Solomon 
Co-President 1988–1992

Harriet Z. Katz 
1992–1997

Norma Cohen 
Co-President 1997–1999

Gloria Wilens 
Co-President 1997–1999

Marilyn Swoiskin 
Co-President 1999–2001

Barbara Kravits 
Co-President 1999–2003

Barbara Amdur 
Co-President 2002–2005
Nancy F. Hensel 
Co-President 2003–2006

Mary Pat Ross 
Co-President 2005–2007

Deborah Goodman 
Co-President 2006–2008

Martha Clarkson 
Co-President 2007–2010

Sally Garon 
Co-President 2008–2010

Valerie Shapiro 
2010–2013

+ Deceased

PAST WOMEN’S BOARD PRESIDENTS
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THE WORLD-RENOWNED SPECIALISTS OF THE SECTION  

OF GASTROENTEROLOGY, HEPATOLOGY AND NUTRITION  

AT THE UNIVERSIT Y OF CHICAGO MEDICINE:

David T. Rubin, MD 
Chief, Section of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology, and Nutrition

Neil H. Hyman, MD

Chief, Section of Colon and  
Rectal Surgery

Eugene Chang, MD

Associate Director for Academic
Programs & Training in
Gastroenterology

Michael R. Charlton, MBBS

Director, Center for Liver Diseases, 
Co-Director, Transplant Institute

MEDICINE AND  

RESEARCH FACULTY

Valerie Abadie, PhD

Andrew Aronsohn, MD

Marc Bissonnette, MD

Luis Barreiro, PhD

Eugene Chang, MD

Christopher Chapman, MD

Michael Charlton, MD

Alexander Chervonsky, MD, PhD

Erika Claud, MD

Russell Cohen, MD

Sushila Dalal, MD

A. Murat Eren, PhD

Nina Gupta, MD 

Ira Hanan, MD

John Hart, MD

Bana Jabri, MD, PhD

Robert Kavitt, MD

Karen Kim, MD

Sonia Kupfer, MD

Yanchun Li, PhD

Edwin McDonald, MD

Dejan Micic, MD

Cathryn Nagler, PhD

Sajan Nagpal, MD 
Sonali Paul, MD

Joel Pekow, MD

Anjana Pillai, MD

Vijaya Rao, MD

Kapuluru Reddy, MD

B.H. Gerald Rogers, MD

Atsushi Sakuraba, MD, PhD

Carol Semrad, MD

Neil Sengupta, MD

Uzma Siddiqui, MD

Helen Te, MD

Irving Waxman, MD

Christopher Weber, MD, PhD

LIVER AND  

TRANSPLANT SURGEONS

John Fung, MD, PhD

Talia Baker, MD

Rolf Barth, MD

Diego di Sabato, MD

John LaMattina, MD

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE 

FACULTY + FELLOWS
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GENERAL AND  

BARIATRIC SURGEONS

John C. Alverdy, MD

Peter Angelos, MD, PhD

Oliver Eng, MD

Mustafa Hussain, MD

Nora Jaskowiak, MD

Edwin L. Kaplan, MD

Xavier Keutgen, MD

Jeffrey B. Matthews, MD

J. Michael Millis, MD

Mitchell C. Posner, MD

Vivek N. Prachand, MD

Kevin Roggin, MD

Jennifer Tseng, MD

Kiran Turaga, MD, MPH

Yalini Vigneswaran, MD, MS

FELLOWS

Shintaro Akiyama, MD, PhD

Fares Ayoub, MD

Noa Cleveland, MD

Nathaniel Cohen, MD

Thomas Couri, MD

Thomas Cotter, MD

Scott Friedberg, MD

Ariel Halper-Stromberg, MD, PhD

Kayin Jeffers, MD

Ye Eun Kwak, MD

Benjamin McDonald, MD, PhD

Charles Muller, MD

Matthew Odenwald, MD, PhD

Raghavendra Paknikar, MD

Parita Patel, MD

Joshua Steinberg, MD

Jennifer Wang, MD

Wenfei Wang, MD

Hassaan Zia, MD

COLORECTAL SURGEONS

Roger D. Hurst, MD

Neil H. Hyman, MD

Benjamin Shogan, MD

Kinga Skowron-Olortegui, MD

Konstantin Umanskiy, MD

COLORECTAL FELLOW 

Gustavo Rubio, MD

Ada Graham, MD (incoming)

ADVANCED PRACTICE PROVIDERS

Jaymine Anderson, AGNP-BC

Janice Colwell, RN, MS, FAAN, CWOCN

Laura Crawford, DNP, APN, AGACNP-BC

Emily Dobrez, MSN, APN, FNP

Noelle Durall, APN, ACNP-BC

Michele Kaplon-Jones, APN, ANP-BC, CWOCN

Sarah Kosinski, DNP, FNP-BC

Jennifer Labas, RN, BSN, APN, FNP-BC

Alexandra Masching, MSN, APN, FNP-BC

Carol Montilla, MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Ashley Perkovic, MSN, DNP, APN, FNP

Paulina Petrishka, APN, CWOCN

Elizabeth Reyna, MSN, AGNP-C

Colleen Roche, MSN, APN, FNP-C

Michele Rubin, APN, CNS-BC, CGRN

Melanie Samardzija, PhD, APN

Ganka Skerleva, MSN, RN, FNP-C

Allison Visser, MSN, APN, FNP-BC

Joanna Westerfield, PA-C

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE 

FACULTY + FELLOWS
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GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
TIMELINE
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••
First announced in 1968, the 
Center for the Study of Digestive 
Diseases at the University of 
Chicago was established as a 
result of GIRF’s efforts.

••
In the 1980s, through a 
partnership between GIRF and 
the University of Chicago, the 
construction of the Joseph B. 
Kirsner Center at the University 
of Chicago was completed.

••
In the mid-1980s, GIRF 
contributed $500,000 over a 
three-year period to develop 
a new research program on 
the biology of the intestinal 
epithelium called The Cell-Tech 
Research Program.

••
In August of 1964, GIRF 
launched a Women’s Division, 
which established unique 
fundraising events including 
the annual spring fashion 
show, greeting cards, and 
the publication of a GIRF 
cookbook, which was designed 
to help diversify the dull dietary 
routine of patients on a lengthy 
program of recovery. The GIRF 
cookbook sold 5,500 copies 
within the first two months and 
went into a second printing.

••
During the winter of 1965, 
GIRF initiated an “equipment 
program,” which identified 27 
important pieces of medical 
research equipment that could 
be purchased by individual 
members.

••
In 1961, two Chicago 
businessmen, Martin N. Sandler 
and Joseph E. Valenti, Sr., 
joined Dr. Joseph B. Kirsner in 
establishing the Gastro Intestinal 
Research Foundation.

••
In 1963, GIRF hosted their 
inaugural dinner honoring 
Joseph B. Kirsner.

••
By the spring of 1964, GIRF 
grew to over 325 members 
and increased their marketing 
presence within the clinic with 
the publication of the GIRF 
newsletter.
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••
In the 2000s, GIRF raised over 
$7 million dollars for equipment 
and laboratories to further GI 
research.

••
In 2013, UChicago Medicine 
Center for Discovery and Care 
opened. The new hospital 
includes a dedicated inpatient 
unit for IBD patients, one of 
the only of its kind in the world, 
funded, in part, by GIRF.

••
In the 1990s, GIRF established 
a research facility to investigate 
the scientific aspects of Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis.

••
In the 1990s, the Associates 
Board began raising seed 
money to support projects 
initiated by fellows just starting 
their careers in digestive 
diseases research.

••
In the fall of 1996, GIRF 
accepted the challenge of 
developing a research program 
on the genetics of inflammatory 
bowel disease. As a result of 
the money raised by GIRF and 
other contributors, the first 
gastroenterology DNA research 
lab was established. This lab is 
where the first gene known to  
be responsible for Crohn’s 
disease was discovered.

••
In 2016, the GI Research 
Foundation began supporting 
the University of Chicago 
Medicine Microbiome 
Medicine Initiative to discover 
new therapies and treatment 
paradigms for digestive 
diseases, including microbiota 
transfer.

••
In 2020, during the height 
of the global pandemic, 
GIRF raised over $60,000 
of emergency funding for 
healthcare workers at UChicago 
Medicine and over $1.4 million 
at its first Virtual Ball.

••
May 1, 2021, the GIRF 
Diamond Anniversary Ball 
celebrates 60 brilliant years  
of transforming lives!
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JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD

Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD was a renowned 
physician, educator, and scientist at the University of 
Chicago. For more than seven decades, Dr. Kirsner 
devoted his life to medicine, teaching, and patient 
care. In recognition of his impact, he received two 

Lifetime Achievement Awards from the 
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation, 

the Julius Friedenwald 
Medal from the American 
Gastroenterological Association, 
and the Rudolf V. Schindler 
Award from the American 

Society for Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy. His dedication 

to the University, and his 
leadership in the field, 

helped establish 
the University of 
Chicago Medicine 

as an authority in 
digestive diseases.

Joseph B. Kirsner Award artwork commissioned and generously  
donated by Beatrice G. Crain / Crain-Maling Foundation.

The GI Research Foundation is privileged to present an annual tradition of honoring Joseph B. Kirsner, MD, PhD 
and his legacy of advancements in research, training, and patient care. The Joseph B. Kirsner Award recognizes 
those who have made a substantial commitment to further and impact the GI Research Foundation’s mission. 
We are thrilled to present Beatrice G. Crain of the Crain-Maling Foundation with the inaugural award 
at GIRF’s Diamond Anniversary Ball.

“ I am so pleased to 
be able to honor my 
esteemed friend, Dr. 
Joseph B. Kirsner with 
this beautiful portrait 
in recognition of his 
tremendous legacy. 

Honoring Dr. Kirsner has deep meaning for 
me. When my daughter was ill, unrelated 
to a digestive disease, Dr. Joe visited her at 
the hospital and checked with her doctors 
on a daily basis. He treated my family like 
his own. For over 60 years, Dr. Joe was 
more than our friend, he became part of 
our family, and I am forever grateful. 

It gives me great pleasure in knowing that 
the breakthroughs in digestive diseases 
research and care that began under 
the direction of Dr. Joseph B. Kirsner 
will continue through the generations 
of physician scientists to come at the 
UChicago Medicine. 

He was my greatest friend.
– Bee “

FROM BEATRICE G. CRAIN:
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Honoree
JOSEPH B. KIRSNER AWARD

Chairman of the Crain-Maling Foundation and 
lifelong philanthropist, Beatrice “Bee” G. Crain 
has spent years supporting and honoring her dear 
friend Dr. Joseph B. Kirsner’s vision of linking 
innovation with patient care. Bee’s husband met Dr. 
Kirsner while serving in WWII. After the war, their 
friendship continued, with Bee and her husband 
stepping up as leaders from GIRF’s first years. Over 
the decades, Bee has supported efforts that led to 
scientific breakthroughs like the discovery of the 
first gene associated with Crohn’s disease (NOD2), 
supported facilities development, including the 
establishment of several GI and immunological 
laboratories and the creation of the Joseph B.  
Kirsner Center at the University of Chicago 
Medicine, and funded equipment programs for 
critical translational research at the University of 
Chicago Medicine Digestive Diseases Center.

On this milestone occasion, the GI Research
Foundation is proud to honor Beatrice G. Crain
with the inaugural Joseph B. Kirsner Award.

BEATRICE G. CRAIN
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Honorees

Founder and Former CEO of the Taxman Corp., 
a commercial real estate development firm, Sy 
Taxman originally came to UChicago Medicine as 
a patient. While receiving care, Sy, and his wife 
Nancy, developed close friendships with Dr. David 
T. Rubin and the late Dr. Joseph B. Kirsner. Over 
the years, the Taxmans have provided foundational 
support for projects including the Joseph B. Kirsner 
Endowed Fellowship—to allow physician-scientists 
from around the world an opportunity to train 
with UChicago Medicine’s gastroenterologists, the 

Joseph B. Kirsner Endowment for Excellence  —  
to promote excellence in research, care, and 
innovation, a faculty reception area in honor of 
Joseph B. Kirsner, and support for the translational 
core’s research efforts.

In honor of their impact on research, education 
and care, the GI Research Foundation is 
delighted to present Nancy and Sy Taxman with 
the first-ever Partners in Science Award during 
our milestone Diamond Anniversary Ball.

PARTNERS IN SCIENCE AWARD
NANCY AND SY TAXMAN
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WITH GREAT APPRECIATION 
+ THANKS TO OUR ANGELS!
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D I A M O N D  A N G E L D I A M O N D  A N G E L

BEATRICE G. CRAIN + MICHAEL S. MALING, Psy.D. 
CRAIN-MALING FOUNDATION
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D I A M O N D  A N G E L D I A M O N D  A N G E L

NANCY + SY TA XMAN
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D I A M O N D  A N G E L P L A T I N U M  A N G E L
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D I A M O N D  A N G E L

Together, we have been striving to advance the standard of care  
in Inflammatory Bowel Disease for over 10 years. We are committed 
to creating a brighter future for your patients, by connecting  
your expertise and dedication with our innovation.

©2020 AbbVie Inc.   US-IMMG-200011

Let’s

 lives  
change

P L A T I N U M  A N G E L
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LEARN MORE:  
https://www.takeda.com/what-we-do/therapeutic-areas

Better Health, 
Brighter Future

GI LEADERSHIP & LEGACY

LIFE-CHANGING SUPPORT

GI COMMUNITY 
COMMITMENT

Pioneering medicines for more than 25 
years in gastroenterology (GI), including 
inflammatory bowel disease

Engaging with physicians, partners and patients 
to provide innovative data and useful tools that 
advance GI treatment

Providing support beyond new medicines to 
further improve the lives of patients with GI 
conditions

P L A T I N U M  A N G E L G O L D  A N G E L
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P L A T I N U M  A N G E L G O L D  A N G E L
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Pfizer Inflammation & Immunology is committed to:

Innovative Treatments
 htiw stneitap fo sdeen euqinu eht gnisserddA

our portfolio of transformative treatments

Pioneering Science
  ssorca shguorhtkaerb gniusrup ylsseltneleR

  ygolotamred dna ,ygoloretneortsag ,ygolotamuehr
for patients still in need

Healthcare Solutions
  rof snoitulos etaerc ot srehto htiw gnirentraP

the challenges of chronic inflammatory diseases,  
allowing patients to live their best lives

2021 Pfizer Inc.        All rights reserved.        March 2021

Pfizer is proud to sponsor 
the GI Research Foundation 
and their 60th Anniversary 
Virtual Ball

Breakthroughs that
change patients’ lives

G O L D  A N G E L S I L V E R  A N G E L
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G O L D  A N G E L S I L V E R  A N G E L

WWW.

KOVITZ.

K O V I T Z  P R O U D L Y  S U P P O R T S 
GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY BALL 

Kovitz provides high net worth individuals, institutions and financial professionals with sound asset 
management and advisory strategies. We focus on long-term investment solutions, backed by our 

own stringent research.

We treat financial planning and wealth management as active processes, working with our clients to 
identify and implement the decisions that suit their needs. As an independently managed advisor, 

we are beholden to our clients alone for whom we manage more than $6.5 billion in assets.

KOVITZ.COM WEALTH@KOVITZ.COM

Guided by value.
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S I L V E R  A N G E L B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

In appreciation and gratitude to the 
GI Section at the University of Chicago.

With special thanks to our friend
DR. DAVID RUBIN

for excellence in clinical care, research,
and education to improve the lives of others.

LORI + JOHN POWER, AND 
DEBOR AH + MICHAEL COGAN
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S I L V E R  A N G E L B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

Visit bms.com to see how we’re bringing a human touch to everything we do.

© 2021 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. All rights reserved.  IMM-US-2100361  04/21

We are in the business of breakthroughs—our diverse, promising pipeline 
is focused on innovative medicines that transform patients’ lives.  
Our scientists are addressing some of the most challenging diseases  
of our time, ulcerative colitis among them. We will never give up  
our search for more hope, for more patients, around the world.

With deepest gratitude for all you’ve done and continue to do  
for our family and so many others – our thanks go out to...

DR. DAVID RUBIN 
DR. RUSSELL COHEN 

DR. NEIL HYMAN 
DR. ROGER HURST

...and numerous other doctors, nurses, 
technicians, and staff.

Wish we had room to name you all!

ABRA, MURRAY, DANIELLA, 
LIANNA + NOA ALSCHER
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B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

THANK YOU
Dr. Rubin, Dr. Cohen, Dr. Chang, and Dr. Charlton for continuing to lead 

our Foundation to the next level of research, discovery, and cures.

Thank you to the Ball Committee for all of your hard work during these 
new, unknown virtual waters. We would not be able to do this without you!

Thank you to the Executive Committee for your leadership.

The biggest thank you to our Board Members and our Diamond 
Anniversary Ball guests—without your support we would not be here!

With love and gratitude, 
KATIE CHUDNOVSKY + FAMILY

DR. + MRS. 
RUSSELL 
COHEN

B R O N Z E  A N G E L S
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B R O N Z E  A N G E L S B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

WARMLY, STEVE + SANDY DAVIDSON

IN HONOR OF 
DR. DAVID RUBIN 
FOR ALL YOU DO 

WITH SUCH GREAT 
COMPASSION 
AND HEART.

REBECCA 
+ MARK 

DE SOUZA
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Alternative Investing Since 1971

Chicago | New York | Los Angeles | London | Tokyo | Hong Kong | Seoul
gcmgrosvenor.com

GCM GROSVENOR IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE

GI Research Foundation 
Diamond Anniversary Ball

B R O N Z E  A N G E L S B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

CAROL + PETER GOLDMAN
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B R O N Z E  A N G E L S B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

LOR A MILLMAN + HOWARD GRILL

SCHMITZ 
FAMILY 

CHARITABLE 
FUND

HILARY + FRANK SCHMITZ
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KATHY 
 + TOM 
SHAFER

KURT B. KARMIN FAMILY FOUNDATION

B R O N Z E  A N G E L S A N G E L S
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B R O N Z E  A N G E L S

ARENA PHARMACEUTICALS

BARTLETT WEALTH MANAGEMENT 
– ROBERT DEARBORN –

BELMONT BANK & TRUST

LAURA + ERIC BERLIN

GILEAD SCIENCES, INC.

DR. BIANA LANSON 
+ MR. BENJAMIN LANSON

NEW VERNON WEALTH MANAGEMENT

JENNIFER + BEN RIBACK

EMILY + AARON ROSDAL

SALIX PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.

SUNSET PARTNERS CAPITAL MANAGEMENT LLC 
– BOB HAMER + JEFF KUTCHIN –

MARK + DELAINE WALDECK

A N G E L S

Thank You!



32

DEAR MICHAEL,
In recognition to you, my son, 

Michael S. Maling, PsyD 
who has given enormous support and 

loyalty to a vast number of people.

I am so proud of you and all that you do.

You are a source of inspiration to me,  

and a true humanitarian.

- Mom
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On behalf of our family, we extend our most heartfelt 

gratitude to Dr. David Rubin, Dr. Eugene Chang,  

Dr. Russell Cohen, and Dr. Michael Charlton and  

all your visionary leaders for your continued passion  

and dedication to improve the quality of life of children 

and adults affected by digestive diseases. 

We are eternally grateful.

Bee Crain 

Michael & Gina Maling 

Elise Maling

David & Marissa Iancu 
(pronounced Yon – COO)

Eli, Ari & Leah Iancu 
(pronounced Yon – COO)
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TO KATIE CHUDNOVSKY, 
My utmost gratitude to you in recognition of your  

vision and leadership as our Board President. 

On behalf of those who live with digestive diseases, 

thank you for continuing to accelerate our respected  

and valuable work. 

To my fellow Board Members, it is my pleasure  

to continue to be a part of this incredible community  

of volunteers. Thank you all for your for your  

commitment and remarkable dedication. 

- Bee 
Beatrice G. Crain
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BEE CRAIN, 
I am honored to call you my lifelong

FRIEND
MENTOR

AND
INSPIRATION

As I once said when introducing you at one  
of your many charitable events: 

“When I grow up,
I want to be Bee Crain...”

LONNI E. BERKLEY,
CEO and Principal 

Abrand Development, LLC 
The Law Offices of Lonni E. Berkley
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CHRISTOPHER E. KENTRA

312-840-7112
ckentra@burkelaw.com
www.burkelaw.com

PROUD SPONSOR  
of the GI FOUNDATION
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CONGRATULATIONS!

We salute the excellence in medical research  
so vital in finding the causes and remedies

of gastro-intestinal diseases.

CAROL + PETER GOLDMAN 
AMY + JEFF GOLDMAN 

EMMA + LILY 
KAREN GOLDMAN
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At HNP, we’re committed to growing your 
wealth and helping you progress toward 
a more promising tomorrow.

HNP Capital, LLC
Registered Investment Adviser

 An af filiate of Five Star Bank

Invest wisely today. 
Enjoy a fruitful tomorrow.

Thomas B Reading, CWA
Regional Vice President

HNP Capital, LLC
1350 Old Freeport Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412-447-6080
tom@hnpcap.com

HNP Capital, LLC (“HNP”) is an SEC registered investment adviser located in Rochester, New York. HNP and its representatives 
are in compliance with the current registration and notice filing requirements imposed upon SEC registered investment advisers 
by those states in which HNP maintains clients. HNP may only transact business in those states in which it is registered, notice 
filed, or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from registration or notice filing requirements. Registration does not imply a certain 
level of skill or training. Investing involves gains and losses and may not be suitable for all clients. For information about HNP, 
including its registration, fees and services, please contact HNP or refer to the Investment Advisor Public Disclosure Website(www.
adviserinfo.sec.gov). Investment products and services are not FDIC Insured, are not a deposit or bank guaranteed, are not insured 
by any Federal governmental agency, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal invested.
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Alter is proud to support the
GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION

altergroup.com
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THANK YOU
DR. RUBIN AND GIRF 
FOR ALL THE IMPORTANT 

WORK THAT YOU DO.
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F O U N D A T I O N

Proud Sponsor of the

GI RESEARCH 
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Reaching over 15 million cooking, crafting, and DIY enthusiasts monthly through websites, 

social media, e-mail newsletters, digital magazines and ecommerce. 
 
 

 

We proudly support the 
Gastro-Intestinal Research Foundation 

 
And thank 

 
Howard Grill 

For his hard work and leadership 
 
 

We wish you continued success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prime Publishing LLC 

Stuart Hochwert, President 
3400 Dundee Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
847-205-9375 

www.primecp.com 
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KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!

BEST WISHES TO THE
GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Mr. & Mrs. G. Philip Waldeck, Jr.
+

Prudential Retirement
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lauren@releventproductions.com
847.975.9040

RelEventProductions.com
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Mazel Tov to our good friend
STEVE DAVIDSON

for his ongoing 
commitment to GIRF

Special Thanks to 
DR. DAVID RUBIN

for his leadership

Congratulations to 
NANCY + SY TAXMAN

RUTH FREEDMAN 
+ DAN WANDER

 

lauren@releventproductions.com
847.975.9040

RelEventProductions.com
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Dr. David T. Rubin
Gastroenterology

CROHN’S DISEASE
IS RELENTLESS.

SO ARE WE.

As one of the largest Crohn’s and colitis treatment centers in the world, we relentlessly research 
and implement new medical and surgical innovations to help patients achieve remission. 

Schedule an in-person visit or video appointment today.
UChicagoMedicine.org/FightCrohns   |   1-888-824-0200
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Thank you Brittany Zelwin, Silver Hannon,  
and Deborah Barnard for your hard work.  

You helped make our Diamond Anniversary Ball a  
great success, and made our jobs easy!

Thank you to our U of C Digestive Diseases scientists and 
clinicians for your tireless dedication to improving the care 

of so many patients, locally and around the globe.

Thanks to the GIRF Board for your hard work and  
support, continuing the success and mission of the  

GI Research Foundation.

Thank you to the Ball Committee for your time, energy,  
and commitment and for making this anniversary 

celebration a shining success.

KARYN HURWICH + KATHY SHAFER
CO-CHAIRS, DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY  

BALL COMMITTEE

Dr. David T. Rubin
Gastroenterology

CROHN’S DISEASE
IS RELENTLESS.

SO ARE WE.

As one of the largest Crohn’s and colitis treatment centers in the world, we relentlessly research 
and implement new medical and surgical innovations to help patients achieve remission. 

Schedule an in-person visit or video appointment today.
UChicagoMedicine.org/FightCrohns   |   1-888-824-0200
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2020

albatross Wine C 

es
T

Albatross Wine Company
is proud to raise a glass 

in support of 
the GI Research Foundation and 
the Diamond Anniversary Ball.

albatross wine co      •      albatrosswineco.com      •      @albatrosswineco
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The Gastro-Intestinal Research Foundation 
graciously acknowledges

MORE THAN JUST A COOKIE!
847-831-4500  |  carolscookies.com

We would like to thank 
Dr. Robert Hurst, Dr. Russell Cohen, 

and the 
University of Chicago Medical Center.

 
We truly appreciate what you 

have done for our family!

SINCERELY,
DRS. REBECCA + GUSTAVO GALANTE
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DIAMOND ANNIVESARY BALL 
PRODUCTION BY:



50 51

Max Wasserman, Bob Kalman, and the Miramar Capital team celebrate  

Nancy and Sy Taxman on receiving the 2021 Partners in Science Award.

Their generosity inspires all who know them. We are very proud to support

their ongoing commitment to enable groundbreaking research, outstanding 

medical care, and training future GI leaders at the renowned University of 

Chicago Digestive Diseases Center.

IN HONOR OF DR. RUBIN AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
FOR THEIR GROUNDBREAKING WORK.

 
PROTECTING COMPUTERS AGAINST RANSOMWARE

PanatechComputer.com
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REVOLUTIONIZING GI MEDICINE WITH PRECISION
Prometheus Biosciences is focused on providing precision therapies to patients with 
gastrointestinal (GI) and immune-mediated diseases. 

Anti-TL1A mAb (PRA023)
Our biologic (PRA023) is 

being tested in phase 1 and 
2 clinical trials for ulcerative 

colitis (Artemis trial) and 
Crohn’s disease (Apollo trial).

Companion Diagnostics
Our precision approach 

identifies if a patient 
may respond to specific 
therapies using genetic 

biomarkers. 

Prometheus360
Our discovery engine uses 
a large biobank of samples 

to guide therapies and 
companion diagnostic 

discovery and development. 

Separately, Prometheus Labs continues to  
focus on providing laboratory-developed tests.

Copyright © 2021 Prometheus Biosciences. All rights reserved.
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TO THE DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 
BALL COMMITTEE:

 
Thank you for your vision, leadership, generosity 
and passion. We owe you an immense debt of 

gratitude for making our diamond anniversary a 
smashing success.

 
THE GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION



54

“ KUDOS to DAVID RUBIN...An outstanding Doctor. A brilliant scholar.  
An inspiring leader. A humble humanitarian, And a Real “Mensch!”  

May you go from strength to strength. ” 
– Abby + Larry Block

“ A deeply sincere “Thank You” to Dr. David Rubin & Dr. Shivani Patel for their 
kindness, concern & dilligence in providing such fantastic care for our daughter! ” 

– Craig, Alicia + Sydney Cain 
Tucson, AZ

“ Shout out to “TEAM COHEN” for your amazing perseverance through this all! ” 
– Dr. + Mrs. Russell Cohen

“ Congratulations to the entire GI Team for providing outstanding care always, 
and especially during this tough year. ” 

– Sandy + Steve Davidson

“ Bee! With love and pride 6 ” 
– Jill + Ron Ferdinand

“ Thank you to our “Dream Team” of doctors. David Rubin and  
Michael Charlton. Thank you for the gift of life. ” 

– Love, Brad + Rebecca, Charlotte, Rachel, Harper Goodman

“ Bee, congratulations on receiving this meaningful award for your strong 
support GI research. Well deserved. ” 

– Sharon + Joel Greenburg

“ Thank you to Dr. Rubin and his care team for your kindness, support  
and medical care. GIRF, thank you for your extensive research initiatives.  

I don’t know where I’d be without you all. ” 
– Heidi Henderson
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“ The colorectal surgery section expresses our pride and appreciation for  
our colleague Dr. David T. Rubin’s receipt of the Sherman award!! ” 

– Neil Hyman, MD

“ Congratulations to Beatrice Crain! Her dedication to honoring Dr. Kirsner’s 
legacy and contributions to the GI Research Foundation have resulted in many 

patient recoveries. ” 
– House of Kahn 

900 N. Michigan Ave. | 312.943.9937

“ Congratulations to Bee and GIRF! ” 
– Fran + Ann Klocke

“ We would just like to honor the memory of a wonderful man, doctor, 
husband, father, son, and friend Dr. Daniel Hurwich of Munster Indiana.  

Dan was beloved by everyone and is missed terribly by all who had the honor  
to be under his rainbow. ” 

– The Kogen Family

“ In memory of Daniel Hurwich. ” 
– Betsy + Peter Marvelis

“ Congratulations Bee! So happy and proud of your hard work and commitment. ” 
– Love, the Nazaris

“ Beatrice G. Crain, generous champion of GIRF and the late Dr. Joe ... 
Congratulations on receiving this well deserved inaugural Joseph B. Kirsner award. ”

🐝
– With love to my dear friend, Dr. Linda Weinfield



55 56

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
THE GI RESEARCH FOUNDATION WISHES 

TO THANK OUR PARTNERS WHO HAVE HELPED 

TO MAKE OUR DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY BALL 

A SUCCESS:

 
Albatross Wine Co

Ben Bradley – WGN-TV

Michael Garzel – Graphic Design

Carol Goldman – Carol’s Cookies

Anthony Gowder Designs

M&G Graphics, Inc. – Printing 

Oz Pearlman

RelEvent Productions, Inc.

Justin Schoenrock 
(Event Producer) – Creative Dynamic

Maggie Speaks

That’s Caring – Ball Baskets
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